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2020 was life changing 
for everyone, but for 
some more than others.  
As we’ve learned, we 
are not all in the same 

boat.  The first ever Challenge 
Poverty Week in England and 
Wales in October – coordinated 
by Church Action on Poverty – 
was a fantastic opportunity to 
hear inspiring stories of people 
challenging poverty in local 
communities across the length 
and breadth of the country. But 
it also shed a light on how race, 
class, gender and sexuality all 
impact on and deepen poverty 
for particular groups of people.   

2021 is likely to be as 
challenging for many.  Even as 
we look forward to the roll-out 
of the vaccine and eventually 
an easing of restrictions, we 
face the prospect of levels of 
unemployment not seen for a 
generation, of large numbers 
being swept deeper into poverty 
by a tidal wave of household 
debt built up since the start of 
lockdown last March, and of 
governments (local and national), 

communities, faith groups and 
charities whose resources are also 
stretched to the limit.

Amidst these challenging 
times, our core task remains:  
To uphold the dignity, agency 
and power of people struggling 
against poverty, and the ability 
of people to come together 
to bring about positive and 
transformational change, for 
individuals, communities and 
wider society.   This is a long-term 
task, which is why later this year 
we will be launching our new 
5–10-year strategy: to build a social 
movement committed to ending 
poverty in the UK, rooted in the 
core principles of dignity, agency 
and power.  

In the meantime, I invite you to 
join us on 21 February in marking 
Church Action on Poverty Sunday, 
in the words of Nick Jowett’s apt 
prayer:
 “so that those who suffer now 

may join with all in drinking 
the new wine of your love 
in the fresh wineskins of a 
changed world.”  

Life-changing stories
Our Director Niall Cooper looks forward to 

what could be another challenging year – 
but sees sparks of hope.
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Hello and goodbye
At Church Action on Poverty’s 
Annual General Meeting in 
November, we said a grateful 
farewell to Alison Jackson, who 
stood down as chair after serving 
on our Council of Management 
for over 10 years. 

Alison brought a wealth of 
experience to the Council, from 
her time at both the civil service 
and the Free Churches’ Joint 
Public Issues Team. She will be 
missed, and we wish her every 
happiness in the future.

Alison’s position as chair 
will be taken by John Dale, who 
was elected to the Council at 
the AGM, and has previously 
served as a trustee for the Iona 
Community.

At the AGM we also elected 
Helen Goodman to the Council. 
Helen was an MP from 2005 to 
2019 and had responsibility for 
child poverty at the Department 
for Work and Pensions until 
2010. 

Working to End Child Food Poverty
During the autumn, Church Action on Poverty was proud to be part 
of the campaign to End Child Food Poverty, led by footballer Marcus 
Rashford. During Challenge Poverty Week in October, Marcus Rashford 
and fellow campaigner Emma Thompson came to our office in Salford. 
They met with the young ambassadors  from the Children’s Right To 
Food campaign, including Tia Clarke, the campaigner from Blackburn-
with-Darwen who has been part of our own Food Power programme 
(on the left in the photo). Together, the celebrities and young people 
shared their stories and a powerful message for the government.

This campaign generated over a million signatures on a petition, 
and has persuaded the government to make two U-turns and provide 
more funding for children in food poverty. But Marcus Rashford says 
there is more to be done, and he isn’t going away. Tia feels the same, 
and so do we.

Church Action on Poverty Sunday: 21 February 2021
We live in tough times. The past few months have highlighted the 
inequalities that sweep too many people into poverty. But we have 
also been reminded of the values that matter most: mutuality, 
compassion and community. As we travel forward together, we have 
the chance to do things differently. If we are to build a society in 
which everyone can live a full life, free from poverty, we must ensure 
the voices of people who are struggling to make ends meet are heard.

Join churches around the UK in prayer, giving and action this 
Church Action on Poverty Sunday. Share a vision for a society founded 
on compassion and justice, where all people are able to exercise 
dignity, agency and power.

Use our free resources to reflect and pray for change, and raise 
funds to enable more people in poverty to speak truth to power.
Get free resources at www.church-poverty.org.uk/sunday

news

events
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Challenge Poverty Week England and 
Wales brought people together to speak 
up and help make society better. It was 
a chance to share participants’ collective 
wisdom and resolve, and to harness the 

energy we need in the movement to end UK poverty.
Challenge Poverty Week has been a successful 

event in Scotland since 2013, and was held in London 
in 2018 and 2019, but this was the first year of action 
across England and Wales. There were four aims:

 � To raise voices in unison against poverty and 
show that we all want to live in a more just and 
compassionate country.

 � To show what is already being done at 
community level to challenge and alleviate 
poverty.

 � To build awareness and support for long-term 
solutions that focus on enhancing the dignity 
and agency of people in poverty themselves.

 � To change the conversation around poverty and 
help end the stigma

The week achieved these aims. People spoke out in 
a range of ways: verbally, in prose, in poetry and in 
film. Community projects were highlighted and the 
stigma addressed head-on. In Lancashire, lanterns 
were distributed in one community, encouraging 
people to reconsider poverty. In Yorkshire, several 
people we have worked with contributed to a full 
page of newspaper coverage.

Projects around England and Wales took the 
opportunity to talk about their own work; a media 
guide, poetry anthology and short film were 
launched; there was regional and national media 
interest; and around 200 people attended at least 
one of our online events, focusing on different 
ideas, issues or regions.

Be part of it
Challenge  
Poverty Week  
will happen  
again in October 
2021. We hope 
you’ll support it 
and take part. 

You can see the 
full report from 
this year, and  
sign up for 
updates on 
2021, at www.
challengepoverty.
co.uk

A challenging week
Jessica Waylen joined us in September as an intern to work on the 
first Challenge Poverty Week in England and Wales, from 12 to 18 October.
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During the pandemic, it has often been 
said that while we are all in the same 
storm, we have certainly not all been 
in the same boat.  For those amongst 
us living on the lowest incomes, the 

storm of the pandemic has been much harder to 
weather. Increasingly, it has become clear that 
those already struggling to stay afloat are being 
forced to borrow to make ends meet, leaving them 
weighed down by debt.

The unequal impact of lockdown meant that 
those on the lowest incomes were more likely to 
be placed on furlough, and their immediate risk of 
job loss was higher. For these families, already tight 
budgets were squeezed further by the increased 
cost of living. 54% of the lowest-income families 
have needed to borrow to pay for necessities in the 
pandemic, such as Maria’s family, who lost their 
income because of unemployment and have fallen 
further into debt, relying on borrowing from friends 
and family to make ends meet. Four in ten of all 
families with children will have struggled to pay 

their rent in 2020, and over 350,000 households 
have already been contacted about eviction.

After the initial lockdown, the weight of household 
debt on families in the UK was already at crisis point. 
Evidence suggests that subsequent lockdowns and 
restrictions have only made this worse.  

This is a unique problem that requires a 
unique solution. The existing measures of support 
available for those in our communities struggling 
with problem debt do not offer enough support for 
the crisis of debt incurred as a result of lockdown, 
as whole communities face an unstable jobs 
market and uncertain economic future. 

That’s why, in October 2020, Church Action 
on Poverty partnered with the Joint Public Issues 
Team to call on the UK Government to Reset The 
Debt. We were inspired by the biblical principle 
of jubilee, a proposal where debt is periodically 
written off to ensure no one is trapped in poverty 
because of what they owe. Without action, 2.87 
million people are at high risk of long-term debt 
because of the pandemic. We need a jubilee 
to rebalance our communities and restore 
relationships, so that everyone can face the future 
from a firm foundation. 

Since the campaign launched, over 950 
people have written to their MP about Reset The 
Debt. We’ve seen the campaign mentioned in 
parliament, and have engaged with politicians, 
business leaders and charities. There’s been 
national media coverage exploring the issue, and 
the coalition behind the campaign has continued to 
increase in size. Within communities, recognition is 
growing that this is a problem which demands an 
urgent solution. 

In this new year, collaboration is needed to 
ensure that experts by experience, those serving 
on the frontlines of providing debt support, and 
government can come together to create a solution 
to this crisis. As the existing lifelines of support 
begin to wind down, such as the furlough scheme, 
delay on evictions and £20 uplift to Universal 
Credit, we cannot leave millions of families 
weighed down by debt and without a solution. 

Weighed down by debt
Church Action on Poverty is working with the Joint 
Public Issues Team (JPIT) on a vital campaign – and 

you can be part of it. JPIT’s Campaigns and Church 
Engagement Officer Hannah Brown explains how.

We need 
your help in 
continuing 
to engage 

your MPs and 
communities 

around this 
crucial issue. 

Head to 
ResetTheDebt.
uk to find our 

latest actions, 
and find out 
how you can 

be part of the 
call for debt 
to be reset, 

communities 
rebalanced 

and lives 
restored. 



Change in people’s lives
We believe that every human being is made in the image of 
God and deserves to be treated with dignity. People who have 
experienced poverty are the real experts in how to unlock it. 
They take the lead in our programmes and campaigns. 

speaking truth to power  
Highlights from 2019–20
Download our full annual review and accounts at  
www.church-poverty.org.uk/annualreviews

Self-Reliant Groups
A Self-Reliant Group (SRG) is a group of 4–10 people from a shared 
economic and/or social background. They  support each other, develop 
friendships, meet regularly and save money together, rotating 
leadership and responsibility, learning together and sharing skills. 
Many of them start a small business which, in time, will help them earn 
an income to support themselves and their families.

Our SRG team has grown from one staff member in 2014 to a team 
of seven in 2019–20, supporting a network in Greater Manchester that 
includes 31 SRGs with 230 new members.

 The team supports the set-up and initial development of each 
group but moves the groups toward self-reliance, with members of the 
group taking on leadership roles. 

Edgelands film
Young people from Blackburn with Darwen Food Alliance 
co-produced this short film themed around the issues of food 
poverty, homelessness and welfare. 

In a series of workshops working alongside director Brody 
Salmon, they used their own experiences to form a narrative for 
the film, amplifying their voices to tell their truth and stories in 
their language. The finished film powerfully presents the grim 
reality of the issues, whilst contextualising the topics, using them 
as a backdrop to put forward a message of resilience. 
Watch Edgelands at www.church-poverty.org.uk/edgelands

Making a film gave us another way 

learned quite a lot from us

to share our experiences... 

I think those involved in the film 

SRG members at a peer gathering event

Corey, Blackburn with 
Darwen Food Alliance
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The Pantry frees up more  

money for people’s bills and 

other essential outgoings. 

Now, I can choose what I want

Church on the fringe?
During the year, we facilitated a new ‘community of praxis’ in 
Sheffield, bringing together people involved in social action at local 
churches to  reflect on what it means to be Church on the Margins.

14 practitioners gathered at Creswick Greave Methodist Church 
for a reflection day. The group explored different images of Jesus, 
and used a ‘living Bible study’ to prompt reflection on who is at the 
margins of our society today. We took time to reflect on how people 
marginalised by society feel in our own church communities, and 
how we could work together in future.

It was a rich day, with opportunities to hear about how the Spirit 
is at work in different places in our society. One idea that emerged 
was a sense of ‘church on the fringe’: ‘church on the margins’ doesn’t 
mean ‘lesser’ church – far from it. Like ‘fringe’ festivals, it can mean 
excitement, creativity and prophecy that challenges the status quo.

Your Local Pantry slashes shopping bills for people on 
low incomes
Pantries are membership-based food clubs. For a weekly fee of around 
£3.50, members can choose approximately £25 worth of food. It gives 
members the dignity of choice and access to good food, while freeing 
up more money for other essentials like rent and utilities. Pantries are 
sustainable, long-term, community-led solutions that reduce the need 
for food banks. 

Through the year, Church Action on Poverty supported 
communities across the UK to launch Your Local Pantry projects, 
building a thriving network. One example is the Intact Centre in 
Whitby Avenue, Preston, which converted its food project into a 
community Pantry in July 2019, to be run and used by local residents. 

Whitby’s Pantry sources food from a variety of sources, including 
via food recycling charity Fareshare, putting savings in the hands of 
people who are struggling to cover their weekly outgoings. 

Change in communities
People in poverty must have a say in decisions that affect 
them, and take part in communities. Together we can 
transform the places where we live.

Win Leach, member 
and volunteer at 
Whitby’s Pantry
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End Hunger UK became a significant movement, 
with: 56 local groups pledged to support the 
campaign; over 8,900 individuals who took part in 
at least one online action; more than 750 items of 
food knitted by End Hunger UK supporters, and sent 
to every MP along with a copy of the Case to End UK 
Hunger report. We achieved significant successes: 
	�  A commitment by the UK Government to measure 

household food insecurity. 
	� An expansion of the Department for Education’s 

school holiday free meals and activity programme, 
with funding increased to £9m in 2019, reaching an 
estimated 50,000 young people. 
	�  An ongoing collaboration with the Food 

Foundation in relation to its influential Children’s 
Future Food Inquiry, and the National Food 
Strategy led by Henry Dimbleby.

Through the year, Church Action on Poverty 
continued t0 play a lead role in the End Hunger UK 
campaign. In October 2019, dozens of groups across 
the UK unveiled signs reading ‘Act Now To End UK 
Hunger’ as part of a national week of action, and 
photographs were shared from landmarks including 
The Angel of the North, Caerphilly Castle, Everton 
Park in Liverpool and King’s Cross station, as well as 
at schools, colleges, market squares and offices.

On World Food Day, October 16, Food Glorious 
Food, the UK’s first food bank choir, performed 
at Sheffield Cathedral. The choir was made up of 
members and volunteers from the Gleadless Valley 
Food Bank in Sheffield. Jamie, one of the choir 
members, pointed out to the media who were 
present: “Although the food bank helps with the 
immediate problem, it’s not a long-term solution.”

Change in the wider world
We help churches and people in poverty to speak truth to 
power. Together, we can transform the unjust structures that 
trap people in poverty. We can put an end to poverty and build 
a more just and compassionate society.

We support
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Speaking out locally
Heather and Penny are part of Food Power Newcastle, one of the local food poverty alliances 
we are working with around the UK as part of the Food Power programme. Heather says: 
“Charities and organisations can only see so much, but they do not find out everything from 
people they are helping. We can know the whole story, from start to finish.”

After becoming involved in Food Power through the Byker Community Trust, they took 
part in initial community truth conversations, then met other campaigners and activists at 
the 2018 End Hunger UK conference and stepped up their efforts.

Telling their stories
Heather and Penny spoke powerfully on Channel 4 News about the problems being caused 
by Universal Credit, and the anxiety it was causing in communities.  Heather said: “The 
experience we went through years ago has made us want to do something. 10 years ago 
I had just come out of college, my dad had just left so mum was working part-time and 
paying the bills and I was paying for food... What we do is bring all our local organisations 
and charities together so everyone knows what everyone else is doing... It’s about trying to 
connect everyone together.”

Challenging unjust structures
Together with others from Food Power Newcastle, Heather and Penny went on to speak 
about the causes and solutions of food poverty in the H0use of Lords, with MPs, and with 
fellow activists and experts from the United States at a conference in North Carolina. 

Heather says: “This is about having those in power realising what it’s like to live like this, 
and how demoralising and horrible it can be, and for that to cause change. Changes that are 
going to be for the people, not necessarily for the Government, and realising that what they 
have been doing has been detrimental, and then trying to fix it.”

Transforming and inspiring
Penny says the Food Power experience has been powerful for her personally, and she is now 
motivated to speak for those who are rarely heard by the country’s decision makers. 

Putting it all together: 
People-powered change
By exercising dignity, agency and power, people in poverty 
can take the lead in transforming lives, communities and the 
whole of society. Heather and Penny’s story shows what can be 
achieved.

Heather 

Penny 

We are the ones 

who have lived 

it, and who are 

dealing with it 

every day, so we 

going on
know what is 

It’s broadened my horizons... My campaigning 

is opening people’s eyes to the actual truth of 

what is going on, and how so many people feel 

– but they do not feel they can speak out, so I do



reflect	 11

In the autumn I received a call from 
nursery: my son Danny had a temperature, 
I needed to come collect him. This time last 
year that phone call would have triggered 
a dose of Calpol and an early night. This 

time, 10 minutes after receiving the call I logged 
onto the government website and booked a drive-
through Covid test for two hours’ time. It was on 
the Wirral, about 20 minutes’ drive away.

The next day my husband and I patiently 
waited for the results, Danny was much better 
and tearing around the garden. Our older son 
James filled his time with a mixture of work sent 
from school and telly as my husband and I juggled 
working from home.

Later that night my phone pinged – Danny’s 
result was negative. He hadn’t had a temperature 
for over 24 hours so the next morning he went back 
to nursery and James returned to school.

Later that week I heard a very different story 
from my friend Natalie.

Natalie’s son Benjie is the same age as Danny, 
they both attend the same nursery. On Saturday 
morning Benjie had a persistent cough.

Natalie logged onto the government website to 
book a test. Natalie doesn’t own a car. The nearest 
walk-in test centre was in south Liverpool, two bus 
rides away. There were no home tests available. 
Natalie refreshed the website throughout the day. 
By Saturday evening a home test became available,  
and Natalie ordered it.

On Monday evening the test arrived. Natalie 
returned it in the post first thing Tuesday morning. 
Benjie’s cough eased.

Waiting for the result, Natalie followed 
government guidelines, staying indoors with 
Benjie and his older brother Tom. Their home does 
not have useable outdoor space. Homeschooling 
Tom was a challenge as he became increasingly 
frustrated with being stuck inside. By Friday 
afternoon Natalie was exhausted. She called the 
testing helpline to chase Benjie’s result. Benjie’s 

result arrived late Friday night – six and a half days 
after his first symptoms. It was negative.

Reflecting on the stark differences between our 
experiences, the key factor is obvious: I own a car 
and Natalie doesn’t. But the knock-on effects of this 
are staggering.

Natalie’s son Tom missed a whole week 
of school, my son James only missed one day. 
Repeated over the course of this pandemic, that 
difference will grow exponentially, potentially 
impacting Tom for years to come.

In her own words, Natalie explains some of the 
other knock-on effects:

“It was only six days, but it took a real shot 
at our mental health. There are only so many 
rooms and so many toys before kids get 
bored and destructive. Being the sole person 
to entertain them and do everything was 
exhausting. After a couple of days I would 
wake up already depressed, just knowing I 
had the whole day to get through. That might 
sound dramatic, but they are energetic kids 
who are used to going to the park and for 
walks every day.”

This is Natalie’s second experience of a Covid home 
test, and during both times she has waited six days 
for the results.

“I hate to say it, but it has made me think I 
would probably hesitate next time to get a 
test, and would probably take more risks. I 
wouldn’t ignore the symptoms but it would 
make me pause for a minute and think ‘Can I 
actually do this again?’
“The longer it goes on the worse it will be for 
mental health. And those of us who are taking 
it seriously and trying to do what is right 
and follow the rules are making sacrifices, 
we all are. But the sacrifices made are much 
higher for those like me on low income or 
the vulnerable. The government needs us to 
make these sacrifices, so they need to do their 
part and make sure it is not as painful and as 
detrimental as it is currently.”

“The 
sacrifices 
made are 
much 
higher for 
those like 
me on low 
income 
or the 
vulnerable. 
The 
government 
needs us  
to make 
these 
sacrifices,  
so they  
need to do 
their part 
and make 
sure it is  
not as 
painful 
and as 
detrimental 
as it is 
currently.”

A tale of two Covid tests
Church Action on Poverty supporter Naomi Maynard reflects on how the 
pandemic is exposing and worsening inequality.
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Media reports on poverty go a long 
way to shaping public attitudes 
and political decisions. So it is 
vital that coverage is accurate and 
constructive.

Church Action on Poverty has been at the centre of 
work in recent years to improve media approaches 
to poverty, and to strengthen the voices of people 
with personal experience of poverty. We challenge 
falsehoods and derogatory coverage, and work 
closely with partners to identify and create 
opportunities to tell stories well and effectively. 
This has enabled people we work with to share 
their experiences and insights with national 
and local newspapers, TV broadcasters and radio 
stations, explaining complex issues to audiences of 
thousands (and occasionally millions). 

In October, this work took another step forward, 
when we co-launched an updated reporting guide 
aimed at journalists who want to report poverty 
accurately, sensitively and powerfully. 

Our first guide on this was launched in 2016, in 
partnership with the National Union of Journalists, 
but the media world is fast-moving and we too 
have learned more along the way.

This new guide began with workshops 
involving people who are in poverty and who 

have experience of being 
interviewed by journalists. 
We asked what had or hadn’t 
gone well, what would have 
made the experience better, 
what their motivation was in 
speaking out, and what they 
felt journalists should consider. 
Participants then discussed 
those ideas and insights with 
a broader group, including 
trusted journalists.

The end result was a 
practical guide, including 
personal testimonies from 
people in poverty, and a range 
of tips, pitfalls to avoid, and 
issues to consider. Within days 

of its launch, it had been circulated among some 
of the country’s top journalists and it is being sent 
to journalism training courses, NUJ branches and 
editors around the country. 

Today’s newsrooms are more stretched than 
ever, and anything that can help to lay the 
groundwork for good coverage is valuable. 

When speaking to the media, people 
experiencing poverty most often want to draw 
attention to the challenges they face, call for action 
to improve things, highlight what would make a 
difference, and show solidarity with others.

Some stories about poverty focus on statistics. 
Others focus on individual people. Others focus on 
the systems. The very best coverage includes and 
balances all three, and we encourage journalists to 
do that.

The guide was co-produced by Church Action on 
Poverty in partnership with ATD Fourth World, the 
Joseph Rowntree Foundation, the National Union of 
Journalists and On Road Media. 

We’re delighted to have played a part in the 
production of this important new guide. It is full 
of useful tips and insights, and is a great example 
of partnership working. Responsible, in-depth 
journalism can challenge and change systems 
that hold people in poverty back, and hopefully 
this guide will help inspire further good, dignified 
coverage of the issues around poverty.

“We know that dry reports without 
any real human input are no use 
to readers and viewers. But stories 
that focus only on individuals are 
also incomplete and less effective. 
By explaining the systems that 
led to that person’s situation, and 
making clear how many others are 
affected, stories become much more 
powerful.”

“Just be honest”
Our Poverty Media Coordinator Gavin Aitchison has been helping journalists 

listen to the real experts and improve how they cover UK poverty.

Download the 
new guide at 

www.church-
poverty.org.uk/

reportingpoverty
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“We often try and build a 
relationship with a journalist and 
politely ask if they could come and 
visit our coffee mornings before 
they conduct an interview. If this 
isn’t possible we at least prefer some 
time to talk to them, and get to know 
each other better. We often find our 
Thrive volunteers will open up to 
a journalist who is polite, positive, 
and often times those who talk in a 
familiar way to the volunteers.” 

 Dylan, Thrive Teesside

“A small handful of stock images are used far 
too often, and nobody recognises themselves or 
their communities in these images. Many people 
find them offensive and feel they contribute to 
shame and stigma, reinforce fatalism, and fail to 
reflect the breadth of poverty in the UK. Instead, 
ask contributors what pictures they think would 
help tell the story well. Think about the elements 
of a story that you want the audience to focus 
on, rather than ‘poverty’ as an abstract concept. 
Images of community projects and activities are 
preferable, and shots of wider communities, such 
as aerial shots, are preferable to ones showing 
only the most derelict buildings or streets.”

“We’ve done media work 
because we want to challenge 
preconceptions. People have ideas 
about single parents or people on 
disability benefits or whatever, and 
we wanted to challenge the stigma 
and stereotypes. What would we 
say to journalists? Just be honest. 
Fully honest about what they want 
to know and what the wider story 
is about. The BBC journalist we 
spoke to was very clear, we had 
long talks about what she needed 
to know and we had a very honest 
story.” 

Mary Passeri, York Food Justice Alliance
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New Wineskins prayer
Lord Jesus, 
the fabric of our society has been patched many times, 
and yet still there are holes 
the places where the poor and the vulnerable struggle to 

exist. 
As we face a future in which virus, climate and politics
threaten deeper gashes in the web of community, 
we pray that you will guide us to create a new garment of 

justice, 
so that those who suffer now
may join with all in drinking the new wine of your love 
in the fresh wineskins of a changed world.
We ask this in your name.

Nick Jowett

Take part in Church 
Action on Poverty 
Sunday 2021
On 21 February, we invite churches across the UK to give, act 
and pray together, to support the dignity, agency and power 
of people in poverty. Here are some samples of the worship 
resources we’re providing this year.

It’s vital that we 

listen to those 

experienced 

who saw and 

on the margins 

poverty first

new new winewineskinsskins

Church Action on Poverty SundayChurch Action on Poverty Sunday
21 February 2021 21 February 2021 
Worship and fundraising packWorship and fundraising pack

Give, act and prayGive, act and pray
to ensure people on the margins  are fully involved in the world  
we build as we emerge  
from the pandemic

Stef Benstead is a Poverty Truth Stef Benstead is a Poverty Truth 
Commissioner  and campaigner Commissioner  and campaigner 
for disabled people’s rightsfor disabled people’s rights

Get resources
The full, free pack for Church Action on 
Poverty Sunday includes: more prayers; three 
original hymns; guidance on how to raise 
funds at your service; and tips on sharing the 
stories of people in poverty that emphasise 
dignity, agency and power.
We know that many churches will be meeting 
in different ways than in previous years. So 
we’ve also prepared slides that you can use in 
online worship (or on a projector in church). 
They include all of the prayers and songs, 
and scannable codes which people can use to 
make a donation or sign up to our updates.
Get all the resources at  
www.church-poverty.org.uk
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Scripture	reading	and	reflection
This piece is designed to be read by more than one 
voice: one for the words of Bartimaeus in italics, one 
for the words of the crowd, and one for the scripture 
passage and the prayer at the end.

This is what hurts: not seeing, but hearing 
the hum of the crowd, bustling a few feet away – 
business as usual –
But what’s it got to do with you?
Then sensing the change in tempo and tone: 
something new, to be welcomed or contained, 
challenging the status quo, a threat , a promise – 
But what’s that got to do with you?
Accept the way things are, Bartimaeus, 
the rich man in his castle, the poor man at his gate 
and the blind man – in the dark. 
We can see what’s best. We can see.
This is the way things are: stop shouting!
Don’t rock the boat or try to break the mould 
or ask awkward questions. Just shut up
and stay in your place at the side of the road. 
Don’t get in the way of progress and policy-making. 
It’s for your own good. Take our word for it. 
We have the whole picture 
and structures to keep things under control, 
to keep safe the ferment of new ideas. 
Don’t imagine that what you have to say 
will make a difference. We can see what’s best. 
Desist, beggar-man. Don’t protest.
This is what hurts: being seen but not heard, 
like a troublesome child, being taken for granted, 
without agency, not allowed a voice.

Read out Mark 10:46–52

God-with-us, present though unseen,  
we give thanks 

that you hear us when we cry out for change. 
You hear us even when others don’t want to listen, 
or doubt the authority of our lived experience;
you go on listening, even when we struggle
to put our beliefs into words. 
And, when people in power reject our protests, 
you affirm our right to speak: 
you call us to come forward and state our case.

For you, our Maker, who breathed life into us, 
understand our hearts’ desires. 
In Jesus, you came to share our human lives, 
and know the down-to-earth needs 
of our neighbours and ourselves. 
Your transforming Spirit can empower us 
to help make the world a better place.

Give us the humility to call for your help; 
give us the ability to speak the truth out loud, 
in words all can understand; 
give us the grace to see clearly 
where you are, who we are  

and what needs to be done.

Help us to stand up for what we believe,  
to speak out, 

and to follow you. 

Amen
Jan Sutch Pickard

Continue your reflections with a Lent programme
Following Church Action on Poverty Sunday, continue reflecting on poverty, injustice 
and power by using our new Bible studies for a Lent programme in your church or 
group.

Life-Changing Stories includes five studies on the book of Acts, exploring this story 
of people on the margins who were empowered by their faith to go out and change 
the world.

Commenting on previous studies in the ‘Scripture from the Margins’ series, Revd 
Richard Lamey, Rector of St Paul at Wokingham in the Diocese of Oxford, said: “I 
wanted to thank you for putting together such an excellent course – accessible, 
opinionated, challenging, affirming and easy to lead and to build on. So many courses 
are dull and simplistic – yours opened up new vistas. There was never a sense of being 
forced into a right answer or finding an easy solution. It was a complex course for 
complex times and a complex faith.”

The studies have been written by Jan Sutch Pickard, Nick Jowett, Sue Richardson, 
Ruth Wilde, and Raj Bharat Patta.

Download Life-Changing Stories free at www.church-poverty.org.uk/bible
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100 Days
Earl Charlton

100 days now of lockdown and stress.
When are the government going to get a hold of 

this mess?
There are people like me who have been shielding 

wanting to see their family!
Come on! We have feelings.
It’s been 100 days now since I made an income.
These 100 days haven’t been much fun.
But being homeless before and living in social 

isolation,
give me the knowledge and sense to beat this 

complicated situation.
Routine, routine, is all I say.
Don’t let your mind take you away.
I for one was nearly there,
when I thought that we’d become homeless again,
but with the help and support of our local sources,
North East Homeless, Mercy Hub, Hope and more,
It’s made it easier to hang on a little longer.
Come on July the 6th I’m back to make an income.
These days are hard these days are dark,
but it will be easier as we put these dark
times behind but not forgotten in our hearts.
Let’s stand the fight, let’s come together.
We need each other now, more than ever!

The	Price	of	Conformity
Jayne Gosnall

School shoes. Cost big. Growing feet
Struggle. Worry. Missed heartbeats
Wish that those who make the rules
Remember our kids go to school.
White shirts. Black skirts. Black trousers 
Black socks. Black shoes. No trainers. 
All kids hate them, fight against ‘em
No colour, stripes or fancy laces
Special school ties snag and fray.
Blazers shine more every day.
Mates might mock a hand-me-down
so got to buy new, scour the town.
Boy says all his mates have Vans
forgets they also have helpful Nans.
Girl says Kickers fine for her
I’m wishing that their Dad would care
Benefits not fit for purpose.
Constant fear. State couldn’t care less
When they’re laughed at ‘cause of me
of course I feel guilty.
Boy comes home after PE
says “My shoes got nicked!” expecting me
to solve the problem, like they’re free.
They’re our food budget for the week.
I cry so hard can barely speak

Are we all in the same boat?
During the summer, we ran a series of creative workshops which led to people writing 
powerful poetry about their experiences of poverty and lockdown. Here are two of the 
poems.

You can read the whole poetry 
anthology online, or order a 
printed copy for £5.99.
We have also worked with film-
maker Ellis Howard to produce 
a short film based on two of the 
poems. 
Buy or read the book, and watch 
the movie, at  
www.church-poverty.org.uk/
sameboat. Or call 0161 872 9294 
to place an order.


