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It’s vital that we

listen to those
on the margins

who saw and
experienced
poverty first
Stef Benstead is a Poverty Truth
Commissioner and campaigner
for disabled people’s rights

Give, act and pray

to ensure people on the margins
are fully involved in the world
we build as we emerge
from the pandemic

Church Action on Poverty Sunday
21 February 2021
Worship and fundraising pack
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Share a vision of a world
where all people can exercise
dignity, agency and power
We live in tough times. The past few months have highlighted
the inequalities that sweep too many people into poverty. But
we have also been reminded of the values that matter most:
mutuality, compassion and community. As we journey forward
together, we have the chance to do things differently. If we are
to build a society in which everyone can live a full life, free from
poverty, we must ensure the voices of people who are struggling
to make ends meet are heard.
Join churches around the UK in prayer, giving and action this
Church Action on Poverty Sunday. Share a vision for a society
founded on compassion and justice, where all people are able to
exercise dignity, agency and power.
Use these resources to reflect and pray for change, and raise
funds to enable more people like Stef (opposite) to speak truth to
power.

“No one puts new wine into old
wineskins.”
(Mark 2:21-22)
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Stef’s story
Stef Benstead’s faith drives her to speak truth to power about her
own experiences of poverty.

Stef recently published Second Class Citizens: the treatment of disabled people in
austerity Britain. Her book charts the development of attitudes and care towards
disabled people through history, and gives a devastating critique of the policies of
the past decade. Stef’s research and analysis are interspersed with powerful true
stories of individuals who have been swept deeper into poverty by a system that
ought to be a lifeline.
Stef has drawn on her own experiences of that system as a member of
Manchester Poverty Truth Commission, where she works alongside leaders from
public life to develop solutions to poverty in the city. She says:
People on the margins have been talking about the crumbling of society for
years – the loss of benefits, social care, healthcare, public services. These pillars
and foundations have been disintegrating under the ravages of austerity and
neoliberal, free-market approaches. The pandemic has pulled back the covers
and exposed the need not just to fix our roof, but our foundations and walls. And
as ever it is the people with lived experience who know best where the problems
are and what the effective solutions are.
The pandemic has revealed the failings of policy-making that does not include
people on the margins, and it is increasingly important that these are the people
whose experience and expertise is central to policy-making.
For Church Action on Poverty Sunday, Stef joins us in calling on churches also to
prioritise people on the margins, as we explore ways of doing things differently.
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What to do
In your church service on Church Action on Poverty Sunday, 21 February 2021,
please:

 Use the worship materials in this booklet (see page 7) to help people reflect on our
vision for a better world, and the need to listen to people on the margins.
 If possible, make space in your service for the real experts – people who have
experienced poverty – to speak about their experiences and the solutions to
poverty (see opposite).
 Ask your congregation to make donations to Church Action on Poverty (see page
6), so that more people on the margins can be enabled to exercise dignity, agency
and power.

Social distancing and online worship

Many churches have discovered during lockdown that online conferencing software
allows people to join in worship who might not otherwise have made it to church.
We know that some churches have continued to stream their services even as people
return to the physical building – and given the ongoing pandemic, it’s possible that
some will continue to worship purely online.
We’ve adapted the materials and ideas for Church Action on Poverty Sunday 2021
so that they can also be used in this new context:
 We’re no longer asking you to organise a fundraising soup lunch, as in previous
years. (But you can still buy fairtrade coffee from us if you do want to have a
social gathering of some kind - see the back cover.)
 All of the prayers and hymns are available as digital slides at
www.church-poverty.org.uk/sunday, so you can share them in online worship.
 We’ve made it easy to donate online or by text, so people don’t have to use cash
(see page 6).

Other types of event

If you would prefer to mark Church Action on Poverty Sunday outside of a church
service, that’s great too. Why not...
 Use the prayers in a house group – and our Bible studies too (see back cover).
 Hold a ‘Zoom and Hymns’ online singing evening, using the hymns on pages
13–15 and others on the same theme, and invite people to make an online
donation at the end.

Support and staying in touch

This year we’re using online tools to help you prepare for Church Action on Poverty
Sunday, and to share stories of the impact your donations make.
Join us for a Zoom meeting at 2pm on 27 January, where writers and activists will
help you plan your worship event. Then at 2pm on 3 March, we’ll gather on Zoom
again to share stories of the day and its impact. Email liamp@church-poverty.org.uk
for more details.
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What to say
Church Action on Poverty enables people in poverty to speak out for
themselves. We know that when people speak truth to power, they can make
real change that tackles the root causes of UK poverty. In recent years, our
campaigns have delivered real policy change on issues including Universal
Credit, holiday hunger, high-cost lending, and measuring food insecurity.
The past few months have reminded us all of the values that matter most:
mutuality, compassion and community. As we journey forward together, we
have the chance to do things differently. If we are to build a society in which
everyone can live a full life, free from poverty, we must ensure the voices of
people who are struggling to make ends meet are heard.
When you hold an event on Church Action on Poverty Sunday, please tell a
story about how speaking truth to power can make a difference – and make
it clear how your gifts and prayers can help more people to speak out:
 Play one of our ‘New Wineskins’ video clips, which show some inspiring
examples of how prayers and gifts can help people in poverty to speak truth to
power. You can stream or download videos from www.church-poverty.org.uk/
sunday.
 Invite a speaker. If we have one available, Church Action on Poverty is always
happy to send a volunteer or staff member to talk about our work – by video
conferencing if we can’t do it in person. Just email liamp@church-poverty.org.uk
to enquire.
However you tell the story, it is crucial to make the congregation understand how
their donations will make a difference:

Your gifts and prayers help people in poverty to speak truth to power.

Taking it further: a Lent programme

Church Action on Poverty’s new series of Bible studies, Life-

Changing Stories, looks at Acts as a story of marginalised people
finding their voices and going out to change the world.

Why not follow Church Action on Poverty Sunday by using
the studies as a Lent programme in your church?

Download the studies from www.church-poverty.org.uk/bible
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How to give
Church Action on Poverty Sunday generates vital support to help more
people in poverty speak truth to power. Please use your event to encourage
people to make a donation to Church Action on Poverty.
Physical collections (cash or cheques)

 If you’re taking a physical collection at your service
or event, please give out our donation envelopes so
that members of the congregation can make a Gift
Aid declaration with their donation if they wish. You
should have received some envelopes in your resource
pack – just call 0161 872 9294 if you need more.
 After your event, you can donate the proceeds
of your event by card or PayPal at www.churchpoverty.org.uk/sunday/give. Or make out a cheque
for the full amount from your collection, payable to
Church Action on Poverty, and send it to:
Freepost RTTY–JGEE–JJEZ, Church Action on Poverty, 28 Sandpiper Court, Water’s
Edge Business Park, Modwen Road, Salford M5 3EZ.
Please include a note saying that this is a Church Action on Poverty Sunday
collection, and where it was taken. Be sure to include any signed Gift Aid
declarations along with your cheque.

Online donations

 Make sure the congregation receive our prayer cards. The cards include the
Church Action on Poverty Sunday prayer, and a code and web address they can
use to make an instant online donation. You should have received some prayer
cards with this resource pack – just call 0161 872 9294 if you need more.
 Our worship slides include codes and links for people to make an online
donation – just display them on a screen in church, or as part of your virtual
worship. They’re available to download at www.church-poverty.org.uk/sunday

Coffee
If your church still serves tea or coffee after the service, why not
buy some Church Action on Poverty fairtrade coffee? Every
bag raises funds to help people speak truth to power. You can
order yours at www.church-poverty.org.uk/give

new wineskins
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Worship

Use this collection of prayers, hymns, Bible readings and creative activities
to explore the importance of listening more to people on the margins as we
emerge from the pandemic.
There is enough material here to organise a whole church service around
the theme. If that’s not possible in your church, just pick and choose
whatever ideas work for you. You could also use the ideas in a house group or
elsewhere.
Remember that all of these prayers and songs are available as slides to use in
online worship too – download them at www.church-poverty.org.uk/sunday

Prayers
New Wineskins

Lord Jesus,
the fabric of our society has been patched
many times,
and yet still there are holes
the places where the poor and the vulnerable
struggle to exist.
As we face a future in which virus,
climate and politics
threaten deeper gashes
in the web of community,
we pray that you will guide us
to create a new garment of justice,
so that those who suffer now
may join with all in drinking
the new wine of your love
in the fresh wineskins of a changed world.
We ask this in your name.
Nick Jowett
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Intercessions: Justice for the poor
Leader: Lord, we worship you as the Maker of heaven and earth. You love justice, so
we come to you today to pray for people who are short of money. Some of us are
struggling financially ourselves; others are better off. But all of us have been made
in your image. If we have forgotten that, help us remember. Then …
Help us move forward in your light.
Lord, give us justice for the poor.
Leader: E
 ven before Covid-19, people were poor for seemingly various reasons: being
unemployed, in low-paid jobs, on zero-hours contracts or being sick or disabled. But
behind all these differences we see policies like allowing unjust pay and working
conditions, cuts to Government grants to councils, lower benefits and delayed
payments. We pray for generosity, not judgement.
Help us move forward in your light.
Lord, give us justice for the poor.
Leader: W
 e don’t believe food banks are the answer. We need a system with
payments that give dignity and freedom from fear: fear of hunger, of being unable
to pay bills, of being evicted – a proper social security system. To do this, we want
a voice that expresses our needs and is listened to by politicians. We need a way of
doing things founded on fresh thinking and the real needs of poor people.
Help us move forward in your light.
Lord, give us justice for the poor.
Leader:Help the churches to pray for and support those in need. We pray for
the young, for the old, for those with children and for the sick. For people with
disabilities, we ask especially for recognition and respect for all kinds of disabilities,
whether physical or mental and whether visible or not.
We bring all these people to you because you are concerned about them, as Jesus
was when he was here in the body.
Help us move forward in your light.
Lord, give us justice for the poor.
Leader: G
 od, we pray you’ll transform our country so it’s more like your kingdom
of justice, peace and joy. May the hungry be fed, the homeless be housed, the sick
and disabled be treated with compassion, and the marginalised taken into the
mainstream.
May we be empowered by the Holy Spirit.
We ask all these things through Jesus Christ our Saviour
Amen
Hazel Palmer
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A prayer for transformation
This presents the same content as the prayer opposite, in a less formal style.
Father God
Thank you that you made everyone in your image. We are sorry we often make
ourselves less like that image, which hurts us, other people and you.
We bring to you the current situation in the UK where people made in your likeness
are going hungry. It’s children, Lord; and people who are disabled in body or in
mind, visibly or in a hidden way. It’s old people, the unemployed and even people
in work. Some have beans on toast for their main meal, some just have toast; others
don’t have anything. It isn’t their fault, Lord, because often it’s about how the
benefit system works. Payments are late or aren’t enough or both.
Covid-19 has caused a lot of changes. We need to use this time to make other changes
that will help us beat poverty and injustice. Renew our minds, our Government and
our social security system. Help those in power to stop looking down on poor people
and start listening to what they actually need. May churches listen, too, and stand
with the less well-off in fellowship and community. We need new ideas, that show
respect to everyone, to become reality. This needs to be through new ways of doing
things, not the ways we have now.
Transform our country, God, so it’s more like your Kingdom of justice, peace and joy.
May the hungry be fed, the homeless be housed, the sick and disabled be treated
with compassion, and the marginalised taken into the mainstream.
May we be empowered by the Holy Spirit.
We ask all these things through Jesus Christ our Saviour
Amen
Hazel Palmer
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Thanksgiving and intercessions
Voice 1: H
 eavenly creator, we look back on the last year with horror and with
wonder. We are horrified at the loss of life in our nation and throughout the world,
but in awe that you have been ever present in the pandemic, bringing hope and
healing through the people of God. You have brought kindness into chaos.
We thank you for signs of hope and healing.
Voice 2: God, we are sorry for the times when we have been slow to respond to
the needs of our neighbours, especially to those who have been more vulnerable.
We pledge ourselves to the service of those who have been hit hardest by the
pandemic: poorer communities; the Black community; those on the frontline of
dealing with the public; those who have lost their livelihoods.
God, help us to rebuild our communities with fairness and justice.
Voice 1: We give thanks for organisations, neighbours, relatives, churches, charities
who have gone the extra mile to look out for those who have been hurting. We give
thanks for the NHS and care workers who have nursed hundreds of thousands back
to health. We thank the shop workers, the taxi drivers, the cleaners, all who have
kept our nation together through this time.
We give thanks to all who have helped us through this pandemic.
Voice 2:Help the Churches to respond with a new determination to be alongside the
weak and vulnerable, and to listen to the words of those in our midst who need to
have their voices heard. Help us to find new ways to serve our communities, to be
new wineskins for the new wine that is pouring throughout our land
Help us to renew and refresh our commitment to serve and to challenge.
Voice 1:For all we need to do
Let Jesus guide us.
Voice 2: F or all we need to challenge
Let Jesus give us courage.
Voice 1: F or all the work to rebuild our nation
Let the Holy Spirit give us the tools of change.
Voice 2:For new hope, new wine
Let the Holy Spirit shape us into new wineskins.
Voice 1: F or good news to the poor
Let God shape us and embolden us.
Voice 2: F or creating the reign of God’s justice and mercy
Let God renew our hearts and minds.
Amen
Revd Chris Howson
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Scripture reading and reflection
This piece is designed to be read by more than one voice: one for the words of
Bartimaeus in italics, one for the words of the crowd, and one for the scripture passage
and the prayer at the end.

This is what hurts: not seeing, but hearing
the hum of the crowd, bustling a few feet away –
business as usual –
But what’s it got to do with you?
Then sensing the change in tempo and tone:
something new, to be welcomed or contained,
challenging the status quo, a threat , a promise –
But what’s that got to do with you?
Accept the way things are, Bartimaeus,
the rich man in his castle, the poor man at his gate
and the blind man – in the dark.
We can see what’s best. We can see.
This is the way things are: stop shouting!
Don’t rock the boat or try to break the mould
or ask awkward questions. Just shut up
and stay in your place at the side of the road.
Don’t get in the way of progress and policy-making.
It’s for your own good. Take our word for it.
We have the whole picture
and structures to keep things under control,
to keep safe the ferment of new ideas.
Don’t imagine that what you have to say
will make a difference. We can see what’s best.
Desist, beggar-man. Don’t protest.
This is what hurts: being seen but not heard,
like a troublesome child, being taken for granted,
without agency, not allowed a voice.
Read out Mark 10:46–52
God-with-us, present though unseen, we give thanks
that you hear us when we cry out for change.
You hear us even when others don’t want to listen,
or doubt the authority of our lived experience;
you go on listening, even when we struggle
to put our beliefs into words.
And, when people in power reject our protests,
you affirm our right to speak:
you call us to come forward and state our case.
For you, our Maker, who breathed life into us,

11

12

new wineskins

understand our heart’s desires.
In Jesus, you came to share our human lives,
and know the down-to-earth needs
of our neighbours and ourselves.
Your transforming Spirit can empower us
to help make the world a better place.
Give us the humility to call for your help;
give us the ability to speak the truth out loud,
in words all can understand;
give us the grace to see clearly
where you are, who we are and what needs to be done.
Help us to stand up for what we believe, to speak out,
and to follow you.
Amen

Jan Sutch Pickard

Scripture readings and preaching

21 February is marked as Transfiguration Sunday in many churches. If you
are following the lectionary readings, your sermon could focus on how the
Transfiguration renewed and transformed the apostles’ understanding of Jesus and
their mission.
If your church does not follow a lectionary, you can choose scripture readings
that reflect the theme of Church Action on Poverty Sunday. The story of Bartimaeus
shows a marginalised person speaking up, and Jesus listening to him when no one
else does. You could also use the passage about new wine and old wineskins which
provided our title: Mark 2:21–22.
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Hymns
Once in Jericho town

Tune: Jacob’s Ladder
Meter: 11 11 11 11 and refrain.
For ease of singing this folk tune: the first two syllables of every line are sung on the
first note, and all the syllables underlined cover two notes.
Once in Jericho town a blind man by the way
used to beg for the coins from the pilgrims each day.
Bartimaeus then heard that a healer passed by,
so he raised up his voice and he gave a great cry
Now this story’s been told since the good news began,
and our vision’s been changed by the true Son of Man.
We can do what he did in our world. Yes, we can.
‘Please have mercy on me’, was the beggar’s appeal,
‘for a true son of David is able to heal.’
But the crowd told him, ‘Hush, you are not meant to speak.
You are not one of us, the respectable clique.’
Still the blind man called out; he would not be suppressed,
and so Jesus was willing to hear his request.
He said. ‘What do you want, what’s the cause of your plight?’
Bartimaeus replied, ‘Lord, I want back my sight.’
‘It’s your faith,’ said the Lord, ‘that gives sight to your eyes.’
For the beggar could see – well now, there’s a surprise!
He had thrown off the cloak which he used to beg bread.
Now he’d follow his saviour wherever he led.
If true justice and mercy are still our first choice,
then like Jesus we’ll hear those who don’t have a voice.
As a blind man acknowledged the true Son of Man,
we can follow the way that he showed. Yes, we can.
Nick Jowett
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That’s torn it

Tune: Intercessor
Meter: 11.10.11.10
That’s torn it, all we planned is ripped asunder,
the force of fermentation strains the seams;
society has witnessed skill and blunder,
a virus spins and tests our human schemes.
Blind faith has opened wide our eyes to chaos
where poverty, the consequence of greed,
has highlighted our wholly human pathos,
yet shut some hearts to other people’s need.
Some early Christians sat in isolation
while pondering the way that they should live,
this was no empty prayer-filled incantation,
but selfless loving, learning how to give.
Be clear that as we face this sharp decision,
the wineskins we are tending may well rend;
the things we have defended and have treasured
may tumble, shattered crumbling to their end.
Whatever greets us in the years’ unfolding,
we only know this crisis offers choice,
to stumble on, or use the grace we’re holding
to change the world, give reason to rejoice.
Andrew Pratt

© 2020 Stainer & Bell Ltd, London, England, www.stainer.co.uk. All rights reserved. This text may be
reproduced for local church use by those holding a current CCLI Church Copyright Licence or OneLicense
licence, provided the item is included on their returns. All wider and any commercial use requires
separate permission from Stainer & Bell Ltd.
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Brave new world

Tune: The Vicar Of Bray
Meter: 8.7.8.7.D
A brave new world where poverty,
not hid, we’ll simply banish,
a world for us so hard to see,
where all who live can flourish,
with common wealth where all can share,
this hope we’ll feed and nourish:
For this we’ll plan, for this we’ll work,
this dream we will accomplish.
For this to come, for this to be,
we’ll need a new directive:
not wealth but caring, grace and love
fulfil a new perspective,
till justice, mercy, humble words
quiet spoken are effective.
We’ll kill the judgements that deride
the difference in a neighbour,
remove the fear of want or need,
grow food that all can savour,
build up the things that make us one,
give due reward for labour.

Then tread the grapes and make the wine
for this year’s celebration,
when everyone can join the feast
in this and every nation,
old norms no longer recognised
within God’s new creation.
Andrew Pratt

© 2020 Stainer & Bell Ltd, London, England, www.
stainer.co.uk. All rights reserved.
This text may be reproduced for local church use
by those holding a current CCLI Church Copyright
Licence or OneLicense licence, provided the item
is included on their returns. All wider and any
commercial use requires separate permission
from Stainer & Bell Ltd.
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How YOU can help more people
speak truth to power
Gifts and prayers

Take a collection in church – and invite
people to support Church Action on Poverty
directly too.
See page 6

Zoom and hymns

Hold an online gathering to sing, share
stories, and raise funds.
See page 4

Coffee

Use Church Action on Poverty’s fairtrade
coffee at your event – and stock it on your
fairtrade stall at church. Every bag sold
raises money to help more people speak
truth to power.
Order your supply at
www.church-poverty.org.uk/give

Bible reading

Use Church Action on Poverty’s new series
of Bible studies, Life-Changing Stories, to
continue focusing on speaking truth to
power through Lent.
Download the studies at
www.church-poverty.org.uk/bible

