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On Church Action on Poverty
Sunday, you can help people in
poverty to speak truth to power
As followers of Jesus, we are called to speak truth to power – especially
when too many are struggling to make ends meet across the UK.
Church Action on Poverty enables people to speak out for themselves,
and make real change that tackles the root causes of UK poverty.
In these challenging times where truth has been devalued, it’s vital
that these voices are heard by people in power.
This Church Action on Poverty Sunday, through our gifts and prayers, we can
begin to equip a new generation of people in poverty and in the churches to have
a real voice, and come together to take action on the root causes of poverty in the
UK, to put Christian faith into practice where it matters most.
With the support of your gifts and prayers, we will:
 Train and support more experts by experience (people who understand the
truth of poverty because they have lived with it) to speak truth to power.
Our Poverty Media Unit supports people to speak confidently and powerfully
to the media and politicians. They become effective campaigners and
spokespeople, and inspire others to take action. See Martin’s story opposite for
an example.
 Enable more partner organisations in communities across the UK to speak
truth to power.
Our ‘Speaking Truth to Power’ programme provides small grants that help
local groups, churches and others to take action in ways that tackle the root
causes of poverty – often with our practical support and partnership. See
overleaf for some examples of the kind of work your donations could support.

“The truth will set you free.”
(John 8:32)
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Speaking truth to power:
Martin’s story
Martin Green is a lone parent who lives in Halifax. Unable to work, he has found
again and again that the benefits system – which should act as an anchor for Martin
and his children – has instead swept them further into poverty.
“The amount paid in benefits means you’re facing impossible situations. In a good
month I can get stuff for food but never anything extra. If I need a new pair of shoes for
example, I need to take money off what I have for food...

“I just snack; I don’t eat proper meals. The children have always come first and I just eat
small bits here and there. I sometimes go all day without eating. If my lad is out with his
mates, I will sometimes not eat... If I’m in the house on my own all day I’ll tend not to
eat until 6 or 7 o’clock if at all, and I know that if I can keep that food in the cupboard a
bit longer, that’s another day of survival.
“Because I am in the church circle, I have a lot of charitable friends who are helping me.
I’m okay for being fed but I have no money to do anything with my sons, like go out to
the cinema or football. That’s what is the hardest thing for me.”

With Church Action on Poverty’s support, Martin has been sharing his experiences
locally and nationally. He featured in our 2014 documentary on the right to food, and
told his story to decision-makers in Westminster. He spoke eloquently at the launch
of the End Hunger UK campaign in 2016. And through his church in Halifax, he is
involved in many initiatives that are loosening the grip of poverty locally.
Martin is speaking truth to power, and calling for action to transform the unjust
structures that trapped him – and many others – in poverty. Your prayers and gifts
can help more people to speak out as Martin is doing.
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Speaking truth to power
in communities
Singing for justice, not for their supper

‘Food Glorious Food’ in Sheffield is the UK’s first food
bank choir. It brings together people who have used
or volunteered in food banks, building community
through music.

A ‘Speaking Truth to Power’ grant from Church Action
on Poverty enabled the choir to give an inspirational
performance at Sheffield Cathedral for the launch of
End Hunger UK’s new campaign in October 2019.

Choir leader Yo Tozer-Loft said: “People were really
motivated by the chance to lobby their MPs about food
poverty. Even people who didn’t think they were singers
said, ‘I want to raise my voice somehow.’”

People-powered change

Heather and Penny Walters, a mother and daughter
from Newcastle, have experienced food poverty, and
worked to tackle it in their community. We trained and
supported Heather and Penny to tell their stories on
Channel 4 News, and to speak to other campaigners
from around the UK at the End Hunger conference.
One of our grants helped them to meet with other food
poverty campaigners at a conference in the US, and
discuss new ways to work for change.
Penny said: “My campaigning is opening people’s eyes to
the truth of what is going on, and how so many people
feel – but they do not feel they can speak out so I do.”

Edgelands

Young people in Blackburn-with-Darwen have been
working with Church Action on Poverty for several
years now: sharing their stories of food poverty with
other young people; speaking out for change through
national programmes; poverty-proofing their schools.

In 2019, one of our ‘Speaking Truth to Power’ grants enabled
them to work with a local film-maker on a powerful short
film that highlights the issues they are concerned about.
Edgelands will soon be available to watch online.
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Making the appeal

Church Action on Poverty enables people in poverty to speak out for
themselves. We know that when people speak truth to power, they can make
real change that tackles the root causes of UK poverty. In recent years, our
campaigns have delivered real policy change on issues including Universal
Credit, holiday hunger, high-cost lending, and measuring food insecurity.
In these challenging times, truth has been devalued and the real issues facing
people in our poorest communities are in danger of being forgotten. It’s vital
that these voices are heard by people in power. We need everyone’s voices to be
heard if we’re to unlock poverty, and build a just and compassionate society.
When you hold an event on Church Action on Poverty Sunday, please tell a story
about how speaking truth to power can make a difference – and make it clear
how your gifts and prayers can help more people to speak truth to power:
 Play one of our ‘Speaking Truth to Power’ video clips, which show some
inspiring examples of how prayers and gifts can help people in poverty to
speak truth to power. You can stream or download videos from www.churchpoverty.org.uk/sunday.
 Give a talk yourself. We have prepared an outline and PowerPoint
presentation which will enable you to give a talk yourself about Church
Action on Poverty’s work and speaking truth to power. You can download
them at www.church-poverty.org.uk/sunday.
 Invite a speaker. If we have one available, Church Action on Poverty is always
happy to send a volunteer or staff member to talk about our work. Just call
Liam on 0161 872 9294 to enquire.
However you tell the story, it is crucial to make the congregation understand
how their donations will make a difference:

Your gifts and prayers help people in poverty to speak truth to power.
Taking it further: an appeal to individuals

Church Action on Poverty Sunday is just the start of the ‘Speaking Truth to Power’
appeal. Beyond church collections, individuals can also make a huge difference
through committed giving, and by continuing to pray and reflect on the issues.
Church Action on Poverty’s new series of Bible studies, Untold Stories, will help
people to think more deeply about their personal commitment to speaking truth
to power and unlocking UK poverty. Why not use it as a Lent programme in your
church? Download the studies from www.church-poverty.org.uk/bible
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Power lunch!
A ‘Speaking Truth to Power’ soup lunch is a great way to bring
people together, raise money, and hear about how your gifts
can help people speak truth to power.
 Choose a date. You could hold a soup lunch on Church Action
on Poverty Sunday itself, or any time during that week (or through Lent).
If you choose the Sunday, why not use some of our prayers, resources and worship
materials in your church service too? (See overleaf.)
 Plan your meal. You can get creative and make your own soup; just use simple
pre-prepared bread and soup; or ask people to bring their own food.
Make the appeal. Make sure your guests are reminded of the church’s mission to
speak truth to power, and understand how their donations to Church Action on
Poverty will help people to speak truth to power. You could invite a speaker from
Church Action on Poverty, or use one of our video clips or presentations if you
have the equipment to
do so (see page 5).

Helpful resources

 Raise as much money
 You could serve Church Action on Poverty’s
as you can! Ask your
branded fairtrade coffee at your lunch. We’re
guests for a donation
happy to supply a free bag for each event, and
per bowl of soup, but
you can order more at www.church-poverty.org.
this should be entirely
uk/coffee
voluntary. Don’t forget
 Your resource pack includes some paper
to ask each person
placemats – lay one at each place. They will tell
to sign the Gift Aid
people about Church Action on Poverty’s work
declarations on their
speaking truth to power, and allow them to make
placemats, to make sure
a Gift Aid declaration alongside their donation.
that every pound raised
really does count.

A soup lunch
at Sunderland
Minster for Church
Action on Poverty
Sunday 2018
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Gifts and prayers
Don’t have time to organise a soup lunch? An even simpler way to raise funds to
help people speak truth to power is simply to donate the proceeds of a collection
taken during a church service.
 Use our prayers and worship materials (see overleaf) to get people thinking
about speaking truth to power in your service on 23 February.

 If you can, show one of our videos or invite a speaker (see page 5) to tell the
congregation how their gifts and prayers will help people speak truth to power.

 Give out donation envelopes so that members of the congregation can make a
Gift Aid declaration with their donation if they wish. You should have received
some envelopes in your resource pack – just call 0161 872 9294 if you need more.

 As well as taking your collection, make sure every member of the congregation
receives one of our prayer cards. The cards include the Church Action on Poverty
Sunday prayer for them to use in their own meditations, and details of how they
can support Church Action on Poverty themselves. You should have received some
prayer cards with this resource pack – just call 0161 872 9294 if you need more!
 You could also serve or sell Church Action on Poverty fairtrade coffee after your
service. We’re providing a free bag with each Church Action on Poverty Sunday
resource pack, and you can order more at www.church-poverty.org.uk/coffee

How to donate

You can donate the proceeds of your event by
card or PayPal at www.church-poverty.org.uk/
sunday/give.
Or make out a cheque for the full amount from
your collection, payable to Church Action on
Poverty, and post it using the enclosed Freepost
envelope, or just send to:
Freepost RTTY–JGEE–JJEZ, Church Action on
Poverty, 28 Sandpiper Court, Water’s Edge
Business Park, Modwen Road, Salford M5 3EZ.
Please include a note saying that this is a
Church Action on Poverty Sunday collection,
and where it was taken. Be sure to include any
signed Gift Aid declarations along with your
cheque.
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worship
Use this collection of prayers, Bible readings and creative activities to explore the
theme of speaking truth to power, and the church’s mission to transform unjust
structures in society.
There is enough material here to organise a whole church service around the
theme. If that’s not possible in your church, just pick and choose whatever ideas
work for you. You could also use the ideas in a house group or elsewhere.

Topics for ex tempore prayer

If your church’s style of worship is less structured or liturgical, you might not find these
resources so useful. Here are some suggested prompts for prayer which you could use
instead:
 Pray that those in power may listen to the voices of people who have been
marginalised and ignored
 Pray that people trapped in poverty may find their voices and speak out for justice
 Pray that our churches may respond to the gospel calling to speak truth to power,
and transform the unjust structures that trap people in poverty in our society
 Pray for Church Action on Poverty, and the communities and people we work with

Prayers, poems, reflections
Speaking truth to power: an opening prayer
The closing prayer on page 15 is a companion to this prayer.
Listen:
I cannot recommend
speaking truth to power.
Speaking truth to power…
will get your head
served on a plate
will see you hiding in
a cave in the wilderness
will land you in
the lion’s den
will take you to the cross.

But listen:
What if there was
nothing to hear?
No truth to power…
no voice crying out into
the silent wilderness?
no one to check the
idolatry of corrupt rulers?
no one to defend
our freedoms?
no news of
resurrection joy?

Listen:
What if we raise
our voices?
Echo the truth once
spoken to power…
the kingdom will
be proclaimed
the still small voice of God
will comfort the exile
the roar of the righteous
will drown out
the wicked
the hope of resurrection
will be sung out.
Marie Pattison,
Katherine House
(www.katherinehousefcj.org)
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Several of these prayers were inspired by a process of theological reflection which
Revd Dr Clare McBeath, Director of the Centre for Theology and Justice
(www.theologyjustice.org) shared with members of Poverty Truth Commissions
in 2018. Poverty Truth Commissions enable the real experts – people with lived
experience of poverty – to speak truth to power and work for change alongside people
from public life.

A parable, or pointing out the obvious
Poverty
invokes
feelings
of invisibility
fear
desperation
loneliness
worthlessness
a series
of unfortunate events

often heaped upon
when the press
blames people
for the situation
they are in
having destroyed
confidence
and self esteem
the job centre
in our target/money/
business-driven culture

Brokenness and vulnerability
Brokenness and
vulnerability
are something we are
usually taught to hide
“Project confidence project self-esteem
a sense of entitlement
to shape your own
community…”
but what if we let
our guard down
stop hiding who
we really are
what if we saw the
humanness in each other
revealed the brokenness in
ourselves

what if civic leaders felt
safe enough
to choose to reveal their
own vulnerabilities,
frustrations,
disappointments,
failures…
what if we saw
vulnerability
as a strength
as the key to deeper
interpersonal
relationships
to confession and
repentance understood
as the threshold to
self-awareness

then expects
the same people
to go out
and find a job
to impress
a prospective employer
by projecting
capability
confidence
and self-esteem.

Clare McBeath, January 2019

and a deeper community
awareness
no longer an ‘us and them’
but a ‘we’
to walk together in
humility and faith
knowing that only out
of brokenness and
vulnerability
comes healing and
transformation
resurrection and new life?
Clare McBeath, January 2019
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Be-longing

The bleeding woman
dared to touch Jesus
… and was not turned
away

The prophetic voice

Speaking truth to power
can be hard for those in
power to hear
to accept and own
that “we’ve got it wrong”
gobsmacked councillors
the “all powerful”
with budget control

The woman at the well
offered Jesus water
… and it was received.
The Syrophoenician
woman called Jesus in…
for his attitude to her race.
None of these women are
named by those who
thought themselves
important enough to
write the Bible.
But Jesus took time to
meet with them
to find out about their lives
to understand the pain of
isolation
to find the points of
connection
to realise that we need to
belong
to contribute, to give a
little of ourselves

to give something back
Because we all long to
belong
or at least those of us
who society does not
include
long to belong…
to feel part of a bigger
picture
to feel connected with
ourselves and one
another
to feel we have a purpose
and value
to flourish and grow
for this is the
infectiousness of hope
the experience of what it
is to
be-long.

who thought they were
helping
can cry tears and be
challenged
and begin to question
turning the tables
becoming people
rather than suits

as a carefully measured
and administrated
process
goes out the window
when confronted
with a real person’s
experience.

Clare McBeath, January 2019

Clare McBeath, January 2019
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Prayers of intercession: speaking truth to power
Gracious God, we speak
our truth into your
power. We bring our
hurts and our hopes,
and those of our world,
offering them up to you,
trusting in your mercy
and justice.
God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

God, we pray for your
mercy upon those who
hurt, those whose voices
are silenced, those who
faithfully persist in
speaking truth to power:
We pray for those silenced
for speaking out against
corruption, and for those
who continue to demand
justice;
for those silenced for
speaking out against
greed…
and for those who
continue to cry out for
a fairer distribution of
wealth;
God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

We pray
for those who persist
to tell the truth about
things that have been
covered up,
for those who speak to
our churches words of
truth, challenge and
inspiration,
for those who provide
hope.
Open our ears and hearts
to those whom you call
to be prophetic voices in
our world today.
Keep them strong when
they are threatened.
Be with them when they
face danger and death.
God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Ana Gobledale (www.
worshipwords.co.uk)

Scripture readings

23 February is marked as Transfiguration Sunday in many churches. If you
are following the lectionary readings, your sermon could focus on how the
Transfiguration inspired and challenged the apostles to go out and speak their truth
to the world.
If your church does not follow a lectionary, good scripture readings on the theme of
speaking truth to power include:
 Nathan telling a story to challenge King David over
his behaviour
(2 Samuel 12)

 Isaiah’s lips touched with a burning coal (Isaiah 6:7–13)

 Jesus’ declaration of his mission to bring good news to the poor (Luke 4:18)
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Heartbeat of God’s love, Fire of God’s justice
Creator-Spirit,
Sharp blade of God’s
Heartbeat of God’s
Word,
love,
cut through the thick
melt my coldness,
skin of my resistance
chase away the
until I see the world
shadows,
through your eyes;
captivate my heart,
hear its groans;
until I am filled
feel its pain;
with the same
ache for its despair.
stubborn,
Then open my mouth
selfless
so that I may
and self-giving Love
proclaim the Good
for the world that is
News
your abiding Passion.
in words that cut to
Fire of God’s justice,
the heart
kindle in me
and bring New Life to
righteous wrath
birth.
and prophetic
passion.
Help me to dig the
wells of fairness
so that justice will
flow like rivers
and righteousness
like a never-failing
stream.

Dove of God’s peace,
brood over the
disorder of my life.
Grant me the peace of
your presence
which is so much
more than the
absence of conflict.
At home,
at work,
in church,
in the community,
in the world …
make me a
peacemaker
and not a paperer of
cracks.
Make my life count for
you.
Let me make a
difference for your
sake.
May my life bring you
joy today.
Amen
Lawrence Moore (www.
worshipwords.co.uk)
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The powerless whisper: a hymn for Church Action on Poverty Sunday
The powerless whisper When wealth is allied
Give credence to the
in the void, the
to the cause of politics claim we make: we
powerful take the
or class,
share a common
stage.
God give insightful
birth,
God give us courage
empathy to clear the that all are equal
and the voice to share misted glass,
under God upon this
and speak our rage.
to help us see with
ravaged earth.
Then may that rage,
clearer sight, the way Let actions magnify
inspired by grace,
another lives,
the words, the
mould, challenge and to recognise that we
arguments we make,
persuade,
can change the fate
until decisionuntil decision-makers
that history gives.
makers feel their old
hear, and love those
assumptions quake.
they betrayed.
By Andrew Pratt, 1 November 2019. Words © 2019 Stainer & Bell Ltd, London, England, www.stainer.
co.uk. Please include any reproduction for local church use on your CCL Licence returns. All wider
and any commercial use requires prior application to Stainer & Bell Ltd.)
Tune: SOLL’S SEIN (StF 53 or H&P 8) or KINGSFOLD H&P 113ii)
Meter: CMD

Suggested hymns

Other hymns that are suited to the theme of speaking truth to power
include:
 ‘Canticle of the turning’ by Rory Cooney
 ‘When hands reach out beyond divides’ by Keri Wehlander
 ‘Goodness is stronger than evil’ by Desmond Tutu
 ‘Jesus Christ is waiting’ by John Bell and Graham Maule
 ‘Here I am, Lord’ by Dan Schutte
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Love inspired the anger
Love inspired the anger
That cleared a temple court,
Overturned the wisdom
Which their greed had wrought.
Love inspired the anger
That set the leper free
From the legal strictures
That brought misery.
Love inspired the anger
That cursed
a viper’s brood:
Set on domination,
Self with God
confused.
Love inspires the anger
That curses poverty,
Preaches life’s
enrichment,
Seeks equality.
Love inspires the anger
That still can
set us free
From the world’s
conventions
Bringing liberty.
By Andrew Pratt. © 1993
Stainer & Bell Ltd & The
Trustees for Methodist
Church Purposes.
Meter: 6 6 6 5 Trochaic
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Speaking truth to power: a closing blessing

The opening prayer on page 8 is a companion to this prayer.

Let us pray.
Give us the spirit of John the Baptist
May we prepare your people for a new kingdom
As we speak out for change
A voice cries out
We will speak your truth
Give us the faith of Elijah
May we challenge the worship of false gods
As we name money, power and fame as idols
A voice cries out
We will speak your truth

Give us the courage of Daniel
May we see what is real in a world of corruption
As we stand up for what is right
A voice cries out
We will speak your truth
Give us the mission of Jesus
May we bring people healing and wholeness
As we practice resurrection
A voice cries out
We will speak your truth
Marie Pattison, Katherine House (www.katherinehousefcj.org)

A Franciscan blessing
May God bless you with anger at injustice,
oppression and exploitation of people
so that you may work for justice, freedom and peace.
May God bless you with tears to shed
for those who suffer pain, rejection, hunger and war
so that you may reach out your hand to comfort them
and turn their pain to joy.
And may God bless you with enough foolishness
to believe that you can make a difference in the world
so that you can do what others claim cannot be done.
Source unknown
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How YOU can help more people
speak truth to power
Power lunch

Organise a soup lunch
after church, and collect
donations from everyone
who attends.
See page 6

Bible reading

Use Church Action on
Poverty’s new series of
Bible studies, Untold
Stories, to continue
focusing on speaking truth
to power through Lent.
Download the studies at
www.church-poverty.org.
uk/bible

Coffee

Use Church Action on
Poverty’s fairtrade coffee
at your event – and stock
it on your fairtrade stall
at church! Every bag sold
raises money to help more
people speak truth to
power.
Order your supply at www.
church-poverty.org.uk/give

Gifts and prayers

Take a collection in church
– and invite people to
support Church Action on
Poverty directly too.
See page 7

