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When Jesus’ followers witnessed the Transfiguration, it helped them to see the
world and their mission in a different light. On Church Action on Poverty Sunday,
we invite you to look at things in a different light, just as they did.
 Listen to stories of how Church Action on Poverty’s work transforms lives and
communities.
 Commit your church to listen more deeply to people who have been swept to
the edges of society by poverty.
 Explore new perspectives on familiar Bible stories.

Host a soup lunch or take
a collection page 10

Share stories and spread
the word page 2

Use our resources for prayer
and worship page 4

different light

tell a story
On Church Action on Poverty Sunday, we want to show churches how
they can be part of a movement that loosens the grip of poverty in the
UK. At your soup lunch or service, please include time to tell a story and
share that vision.
The easiest way to do this to play one of our ‘Voices from the Margins’
video clips, in which people marginalised by poverty talk about their
experiences, what needs to be done to tackle poverty, and how Church
Action on Poverty worked with them to make a difference. You can
stream or download videos from www.church-poverty.org.uk/sunday.
If you don’t have the technology to play a video, you could invite a
speaker. If we have one available, Church Action on Poverty is always
happy to send a volunteer or staff member to talk about our work. Just
call Liam on 0161 872 9294 to enquire. You could also give a talk yourself –
there is an outline you could use at www.church-poverty.org.uk/sunday
However you tell the story, it is crucial to make the congregation
understand how their donations will make a difference:
Your gifts will loosen the grip that poverty has on people’s lives, helping
to build a more just and c0mpassionate society.

I donate to

Church Action on Poverty

to support the
Christian faith
Revd Dafydd Andrew Jones donates
to Church Action on Poverty

and Church in action

different light
Church Action on Poverty has been a massive part of my life recovering from
addiction. It’s helped me find direction and confidence. There’s a saying in
addiction recovery that what people need is ‘Jobs-Friends-Houses’, but I
think it’s more about ‘Purpose-Connection-Home’.
After working in a pretty brutal industry, and the breakdown of a destructive
marriage, my life had descended into one of debts, bailiffs, fear, sex work,
addiction, and I’d become suicidal. I was completely isolated, lacking any
sense of hope, and my children were removed and placed with foster carers.
At first, in early recovery, rebuilding our family was all I could think about,
then, at just the right time Church Action on Poverty introduced the exciting
idea of Self-Reliant Groups (SRGs). I was hooked (in a good way!) so a group
of us started Recoverista Sistas SRG, which has become part of a wider
community. It’s wonderful to feel creative and connected. We’ve supported
other local events and projects too. Now I work with the Church Action on
Poverty team to encourage new SRGs to form and connect.
Around the same time, I was also really lucky to be supported by Church
Action on Poverty to be part of Salford’s Poverty Truth Commission (PTC).
It’s been one of the most uplifting and eye-opening experiences of my life
– and it’s all about deep listening and relationships. Never again will I think
it’s about ‘them and us’. It’s about ‘we’. We’ve worked closely with Salford
City Council on a number of issues relating to poverty and have celebrated
our first Salford Mad Pride this year, with many more to come, I hope.
This year a few of us from different PTCs went to Greenbelt with Church
Action on Poverty to share stories and experiences with new people. I
absolutely loved it, even the rain, and had
never felt so connected with such a large
number of people of faith. The Big
Sing with the Iona Community was
magical. These days I feel of value,
that my life and my words have
meaning, and that I can be part
of positive change. The world
is no longer an oppressor but
a place I call home. I want
everyone to feel like this.
Jayne Gosnall, Salford
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pray
O Christ,
May your light shine brightly
dispelling fog and shadows
with clarity and insight.
And may we be transformed
by your intense radiance
unveiling reality.
Amen
Judith Jessop, Church Action on Poverty in Sheffield

This is our special prayer for Church Action on Poverty Sunday. Use it, and you will
be praying for people on the margins together with hundreds of other congregations
and individuals around the UK.
We have prayer cards available, with the prayer and other information about Church
Action on Poverty. Please distribute the cards and ask people to join in prayer on 11
February. You could hand out cards at church services, food banks, and anywhere else
where churches are working alongside people on the margins.
If you need more prayer cards, please contact 0161 872 9294 or
info@church-poverty.org.uk.

different light

worship
Use this collection of prayers, Bible readings and creative activities to get people
looking at scripture and poverty in a different light.
There is enough material here to organise a whole church service around the
theme. If that’s not possible in your church, just pick and choose whatever ideas
work for you. You could also use the ideas in a house group or elsewhere.

Don’t forget to include stories of change from Church Action on Poverty’s work (see
page 2) and to take a collection or hold a soup lunch afterwards (see page 10).

Different styles of worship

The materials are organised so that they can be used as part of a traditional liturgical
service. If your church’s style of worship is less structured or liturgical, we encourage
you to use whichever of the materials suits you best. You might be particularly
interested in using our multimedia resources (see page 2). You could also draw on
this list of suggested topics for prayer:
 Pray that God may help your congregation to look afresh at the community around
them, and see the ways they can work together to loosen the grip of poverty.
 Pray for a fresh perspective on scripture, so that you may be challenged to act for
justice in new ways.
 Pray that we may all listen more deeply to the poorest and most vulnerable people
in our society, and learn from their insights.
 Pray that we may look in a new way at our churches, to make them truly open and
welcoming to people on the margins of society.

Gather
Gathering prayer

God, we come to you this morning invigorated, tired, hopeful, questioning.
We come to you as people in your Kingdom, looking for ways to love more deeply and
care more intentionally.
We come to you with a variety of gifts, abilities, and interests.
Energise us to give ourselves and our gifts fully to our communities.
Teach us to be more like Jesus by finding ways to take what we have and multiply it.
Allow us to find unconditional love for our neighbours so that we can provide for
them in ways that are unexpected and profound.
Encourage us to go beyond discussions about money and logistics, and focus on our
goal of serving you.
Amen
(Compiled by a group from Priority Area congregations, for the Church of Scotland’s materials for
Challenge Poverty Sunday in 2018)
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Outside-in church
One way to see UK
poverty in a different
light is to intentionally
open up your gathering
for worship to the
encounters, the stories,
the joys and the concerns
that we bring with
us into worship from
our daily lives in our
neighbourhoods.
Revd Al Barrett, of
Hodge Hill Church in
Birmingham, shared these
tips for gathering as an
‘outside-in’ church.
Church in the round
If you can, gather for
worship in a circle (or
in concentric circles if
that works better in your
space). It means you can
see each other’s faces. It
means people can talk
to each other, across the
circle, as well as to those
next to them. It means
you can be present to each
other, with everything
that you bring, with more
than just your voices and
the backs of your heads!

Gathering questions
Open your worship by
having a conversation
together. In twos or threes,
reflect together on two
questions:
 What are we thankful
for?

 What do we need to
bring to God in prayer?
Don’t worry if there’s an
uncomfortable silence. at
first! In many churches,
people aren’t used to
talking to each other in
worship. Hopefully you
will find a buzz builds as
people begin to reflect.

Then, invite people
to share any of their
reflections with the whole
congregation.
At best (and we’re not
always at our best),
what is shared in our
gathering shapes the rest
of our worship: our praise
and our penitence, our
reflections on the Bible
and our intercessions, the
way we share communion
and the way we’re sent
out into the world again.
But even when these
things that we have
shared are not explicitly
named again, they are
present, held, treasured,
offered.

Looking for good news
On this Transfiguration
Sunday, invite people to
share a ‘fifth Gospel’: a
glimpse of where they’ve
witnessed change and
transformation in their
lives, in the past week, or
over a longer time. And at
some point in the service,
repeat these responses
that remind you where to
look for such glimpses:
Where the touch of love
is felt
Christ is with us!
Where children
laugh and play
Christ is with us!

Where the hungry
celebrate with feasting
Christ is with us!
Where the voiceless
shout and sing
Christ is with us!
Where enemies
are reconciled
Christ is with us!

Where neighbourhoods
flourish
Christ is with us!

different light
Intercessions
God of light and love,
forgive us when we simply
do not believe in Your
better world enough to
invest ourselves in it,
when we are so afraid of
the dark that we hide
under cover rather than
venture towards the
light.
Forgive us when we do not
shelter each other, but
leave the most fragile to
fend for themselves.
God of all, including what
is yet to be,
give us courage to use our
gifts for your good.
If we do that, the best is
yet to come, so come and
change us.
(By Sally Foster-Fulton,
taken from the Church of
Scotland’s materials for
Church Action on Poverty
Sunday in 2018)

When our spirits are lifted high and our world is
dazzling white,
brimming with newness and potential –
Christ who inspires,
You are here to transfigure us.

When our spirits are weighed down
and our world is heavy with failure and confusion,
Christ who inspires,
You are here to transfigure us.
It is in the “here” that we find promise and potential,
comfort and call.

Christ of all,
forgive us when we’d rather be transported out of hard
times,
when we’d rather be transferred to a calling more suited
to our taste.
When we are transfixed by things,
turn us round and introduce us to each other again.
Christ of all,
You are here to transfigure us,
to bring us together as your body and send us out to
love the world back to life. Repentance means to turn
around and do things differently.
On this Church Action on Poverty Sunday,
challenge everything we do that impoverishes others
and diminishes our common humanity.
Turn us round, God, and set us straight.

(By Sally Foster-Fulton, taken from the Church of Scotland’s
materials for Church Action on Poverty Sunday in 2018)

different light
Share the word

3 March 2019 is marked as Transfiguration Sunday in many churches, so our
‘Different Light’ theme is connected to that story in Luke 9:28–36. Here are some
suggestions for preaching on that passage.
The Transfiguration story
is a baffling one to many
Christians, and even
ministers struggle to find
new ways to help their
congregations make any
sense of it each year when
it comes up. In all three
of the synoptic Gospels,
(Matthew, Mark and Luke),
Jesus has just shared with
his disciples that he must
head to Jerusalem and
face powerful enemies.
He knows he will undergo
great suffering and be
killed, but he is confident
that God will raise him
up from the dead. The
disciples do not want
their good friend and
teacher to go through this,
especially because of the
implications for their own
lives. Jesus tells them: “If
any want to become my
followers, let then deny
themselves, and take up
their cross and follow me.”
So they end up in a high
place, the symbolic
mountain, between
heaven and earth. Jesus is
changed, transfigured, his
face and clothing shine
(representing an earlier
story about Moses), and
Jesus gets a chat with

Moses and Elijah. Peter
talks about setting out
some tents for the three of
them and then God speaks
out of the clouds: “This is
my son, the beloved, with
whom I am well pleased.
Listen to him.”
It is an unusual story, but I
have always seen it as the
ultimate pep talk from God
as Jesus and the disciples
get prepared for their
greatest challenge, taking
on the powers that be.
Moses and Elijah are
not there for decoration.
These two are seen as
representing the Law
and the Prophets. God,
the loving parent, is
putting his full weight
behind Jesus. Moses is, of
course, the great liberator
of the people of God,
and demanded that the
enslaved Israelites be ‘set
free’ from the tyranny of
the Egyptian pharaohs.
Elijah is in a long line of
prophets who stood up
for the oppressed, and
spoke out at great cost
to themselves. Some saw
John the Baptist as a
new Elijah, heralding the
coming of Jesus as foretold
in the Hebrew scriptures.

These heavyweights are
giving Jesus support,
authority and perhaps
even friendship as he faces
the ultimate task. When
we are faced with our
greatest challenges, we all
need mentors and friends
who can help us live up to
the challenges.
Who are the heavyweights
that we can learn
something from as
we face up to the hard
challenges of today? We
face huge issues of poverty,
inequality, discrimination
and even the destruction
of the environment, and
God is asking us all to
take up that challenge.
Whether it is Martin
Luther King, Gandhi,
Mother Theresa, Dorothy
Day, Wangari Maathai,
who would your ultimate
pep talk be from? Who are
the mentors and activists
we need to have by our
side if we, as God reminds
us, are to listen to Jesus,
and live out our own path
of discipleship?
Revd Chris Howson, chaplain
at Sunderland University

different light
Hymns
A Transfiguration hymn
Tune: ‘Streets of Laredo’

So tired with the heat and the height of their climbing,
now resting where eagles might shelter their young,
disciples had followed, but Jesus now left them,
to wander yet higher, compelled he went on.
And now in a light that transfigured their vision,
the one they called Master was standing alone,
and yet it appeared that some others stood with him,
in whiteness, in brightness, the clouds like a throne.

The dazzle was blinding for those who were watching,
but then it seemed Jesus was heading back down,
the vision had faded, the moment was passing,
Messiah they’d called him who shunned any crown;
until on a hilltop, mid rubbish and slander,
this ‘king’ was hung out in the sun, set to dry;
crossed out between those others deemed rough and
worthless,
the poor and discarded for whom he would die.
To those who had hung him, he offered forgiveness,
a crucified robber was paradise bound;
the poor he exalted, the widow, the stranger,
found love in this preacher who turns lives around.

(By Andrew Pratt. Words © 2018 Stainer & Bell Ltd, London,
England, www.stainer.co.uk. Please include any reproduction for
local church use on your CCL Licence returns. All wider and any
commercial use requires prior application to Stainer & Bell Ltd.)

Suggested hymns

 ‘Beauty for brokenness’
by Graham Kendrick
 ‘Bright the cloud’ by
Carl P Daw Jr

 ‘Heaven shall not
wait’ by John Bell and
Graham Maule

 ‘Here in this place new
light is streaming’ by
Marty Haugen
 ‘Longing for light, we
wait in darkness’ by
Bernadette Farrell

 ‘Lord you hear the cry’
by Geraldine Latty

 ‘Praise the One who
breaks the darkness’ by
Rusty Edwards
 ‘The Kingdom of God is
justice and joy’ by Bryn
Rees
 ‘We are marching in
the light of God’, South
African traditional
 ‘We have a gospel to
proclaim’ by Edward
Burns

 ‘Your will be done on
earth O Lord’, South
African traditional

Sending out

Loving God,
we go from here into an uncertain future.
As we prepare for the changes that Brexit will bring to our communities,
we ask for your vision.
Help our church to stand always alongside the people on the margins
and to speak out for justice and a different world.
Liam Purcell, Church Action on Poverty
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hold a soup lunch...
A simple soup lunch is a great way to bring people together, raise money, and
maybe listen to some voices from the margins.
 Choose a date. You could hold a soup lunch on Church Action on Poverty Sunday
itself, or any time during that week (or through Lent).
If you choose the Sunday, why not use some of our prayers, resources and worship
materials in your church service too? (See page 4.)
 Invite people. If your lunch takes place after a church service, this is easy. If it’s
a stand-alone event, you could send out emails, use social media, or make an
announcement in your church newsletter.
 Plan your meal. You can get creative and make your own soup; just use simple
pre-prepared bread and soup; or ask people to bring their own food.
If you can, download and print our special placemats from
www.church-poverty.org.uk/sunday, and lay one at each place. They will tell
people about Church Action on Poverty’s work with people on the margins, and
allow them to make a Gift Aid declaration alongside their donation.
 Tell a story. Make sure your guests hear some voices from the margins, and
understand how their donations to Church Action on Poverty will help make
people heard. You could play one of our video clips if you have the equipment to
do so (see page 2).
 Raise as much money as you can! Ask your guests for a donation per bowl of
soup, but this should be entirely voluntary. You could even offer extras – bread
rolls, croutons and soft drinks – for people who make an extra donation.
Don’t forget to ask each person to sign the Gift Aid declarations on their
placemats, to make sure that every pound raised really does count.

different light

... or give in other ways
Don’t have time to organise a soup lunch? An even simpler way to raise funds to
make voices heard is simply to donate the proceeds of a collection taken during a
church service.
 Use our prayers and worship materials (see page 4) to get people thinking
about Jesus’ ministry with marginalised people in your service on 11 February.
 If you can, show one of our videos or invite a speaker
(see page 2) to tell the congregation about the
difference they are making by supporting Church
Action on Poverty.
 Give out our donation envelopes so that members
of the congregation can make a Gift Aid declaration
with their donation if they wish. You should have
received some envelopes with this booklet – just call
0161 872 9294 if you need more.
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 As well as taking your collection, make sure
every member of the congregation receives
one of our prayer cards. The cards include the
Church Action on Poverty Sunday prayer (see
page 4) for them to use in their own meditations,
and details of how they can give online or take action
in other ways. You should have received some prayer cards with this booklet – just call
0161 872 9294 if you need more!
Judith Jessop,
Church Action
on Pove

rty in Sheffield

Church Action

How to donate

You can donate the proceeds of your event by card or
PayPal at www.church-poverty.org.uk/sunday/give.
Or make out a cheque for the full amount from your
collection, payable to Church Action on Poverty, and
post it to:
Freepost RTTY–JGEE–JJEZ, Church Action on Poverty, 28
Sandpiper Court, Water’s Edge Business Park, Modwen
Road, Salford M5 3EZ.
Be sure to include any signed Gift Aid declarations
along with your cheque.
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dangerous
stories
reading scripture
from the margins

The Bible tells the story of a God who is always on the side of
people that have been pushed to the edges of their society.
Church Action on Poverty’s new series of Bible studies will
help you look at Jesus’ parables in a different light. You
may find that the scriptures surprise you, overturn your
assumptions – and challenge you
to take action to tackle poverty and
injustice in the world today.
Following the studies during Lent is
a great way to build on your Church
Action on Poverty sunday service.

Download Dangerous
Stories now at
www.church-poverty.
org.uk/bible –
or call 0161 872 9294
for printed copies.
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