
Local groups of Church Action on Poverty 
supporters can have a real impact on poverty 
in their community – and build support for 
our national campaigns. 

Local groups usually meet monthly, to 
bring together a core group of people from 
across a town or area, and organise one or 
two activities each year that engage a wider 
group of people. Our current groups 
are listed at www.church-
poverty.org.uk/groups. 

Overleaf you’ll find ideas for 
activities you could use to bring 
people together – whether or 
not you want to create a formal 
group.

taking action 
locally

Thank you for your interest in encouraging more Church Action 
on Poverty activity in your community. 
There are many ways of getting churches and people involved. 
This leaflet suggests some ideas you could consider. Our team, 
will be very happy to help with your plans, and to visit and 
support you as you take action.

starting a group
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ideas for action

Ask your church to  
give, act and pray
Each year, the last 
Sunday before Lent 
is Church Action on 
Poverty Sunday.
Why not get your 
church to take 
part?

 � Hold a collection or soup lunch 
to raise funds for tackling 
poverty.

 � Use our worship materials to 
reflect and pray for change.

Sign up and get resources at  
www.church-poverty.org.uk/
sunday

Sunday

Ask a project to make the 
pledge to End Hunger
Are you involved with a local food 
bank or other project that deals 
with food poverty and hunger?
The growing movement to End 
Hunger in the UK invites projects 
and groups to pledge their support, 
and speak out for government 
action to tackle the root causes of 
hunger. Could you ask your project 
to make the pledge?

Find out more and  
make the pledge at  
www.endhungeruk.org

Get a group to discuss and reflect
Bringing together a group of people to discuss, reflect and 
pray about UK poverty can be a great starting point for 
further action. Church Action on Poverty has resources 
to help you explore the issues:

 � Run a short workshop or give a presentation.

 � Use our Just Church programme as your Lent 
course.

Get discussion and workshop materials at 
www.church-poverty.org.uk/act/resources

�

www.justchurch.org.uk   www.church-poverty.org.uk/closethegap

Workshop  for churches Aims of the workshop To help a church or group understand the injustice of the gap between rich and 

poor, and the gospel imperative to respond to the injustice

To get the group to make concrete Pledges to Give, Act and Pray to Close the 

Gap – both in the local context and in support of Church Action on Poverty’s 

national campaign
 Resources requiredA Bible

Optional: A copy of the Close the Gap DVD and equipment to play it

Optional: A computer with internet access and/or the capacity to run a 

PowerPoint presentationOptional: The Poverty Quiz, as either a PowerPoint presentation or a set of 

handouts
A copy of the notes for an introductory talk on the Close the Gap campaign

A set of the ‘Snakes and Ladders’ cards for Activity 2
A set of the Bible verse handouts for Activity 3

A set of the poem handouts for Activity 4
A supply of Close the Gap Pledge flyers

A set of the prayer handouts for the closing worship
 Opening worship (�0 minutes)

Allow up to 10 minutes for opening worship appropriate to the group and your 

local tradition. Here are some ideas:Bible readingRead Luke 20:19–26. The teachers of the law try to trap Jesus by using the emotive 

issue of money and taxation. Jesus sees through their plan and challenges 

them to have financial integrity in the eyes of both God and society. The bit that 

belongs to Caesar should be paid to him, but God is the giver of everything and 

has a claim on all that we have.

























Tell us your plans and we’ll spread 
the word to other Church Action on 
Poverty supporters in your area!  
Email liamp@church-poverty.org.uk



Organise a Poverty Pilgrimage
Since 2009, Church Action on Poverty’s local group in Sheffield has organised 
an annual Pilgrimage event. Local people walk and pray together, visiting 
churches and projects in the community, and learning about their work to 
tackle poverty locally.
A Pilgrimage is a great way to bring people together and motivate them to 
take atcion ot tackle poverty.  It also raises 
awareness of the work already being done 
by churches on the ground.
Could you organise a Pilgrimage in your 
community?

Get inspiration – read about the 
Sheffield Pilgrimages at  
www.church-poverty.org.uk/
groups/sheffield

Organise a civic breakfast
Each year, our local group in 
Sheffield invites local church 
leaders, charities and politicians to 
meet over breakfast and hear about 
a local issue of poverty or injustice.
It’s a great way to engage with local 
decision-makers and make a real 
difference. If you already have some 
local contacts, perhaps you could 
plan a similar event of your own.

Get tips on a civic breakfast 
at blog.church-poverty.org.
uk/2015/04/23/breakfast

Spread the word
If there aren’t many other 
supporters of Church Action on 
Poverty in your community, you 
could start by raising awareness of 
our work and getting more people 
involved.
We have posters to display in your 
church, news updates that you can 
print and share, 
and postcards 
you can give to 
friends.

Get publicity 
materials at 
www.church-
poverty.org.
uk/posters

give, act and pray with us to Close the Gap between rich and poor in the UKwww.church-poverty.org.uk

When finances were bleak 
and I felt isolated, 

Church Action on Poverty 

A six-month benefit sanction left  Letitia’s daughter without money for food

made my voice heard 
and showed me I wasn’t alone



get started!

We hope these ideas will inspire you to bring people 
together and start tackling poverty in your community.
Do let us know about your plans, and we will help you in 
any way we can. We could:

 �Provide resources and publications
 �Put you in touch with other Church Action on Poverty 
supporters and churches in the area
 �Help to publicise your activities
 �Send someone to give a talk, run a workshop, or help with 
your planning

Just get in touch and let us know what you need!

Liam Purcell 
Communications and  
Supporter Relations Manager
28 Sandpiper Court 
Water’s Edge Business Park 
Modwen Road 
Salford  
M5 3EZ
0161 872 9294 
liamp@church-poverty.org.uk
Registered charity number 1079986. 
Company limited by guarantee, registered 
in England and Wales, number 3780243.


