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The paradox of prosperity
The economic outlook for 2010 is bright, wi th living standards set

to rise by around 35% between 1998 and 2010. But we expect to see

growing evidence of a ‘paradox of prosperity’ in which the economic
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fortunes of many people become decoupled from consumer confidence
and quality of life. We expect the wealth gap to become even more
pronounced by 2010, with The Henley Centre forecasting that the top
10% of people will be 10 times richer than the bot tom 10%.

The Paradox of Prosperity, Salvation Army, 1999
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Setting the scene

We've never had it so good?

As a nation we are more prosperous than ever before. There are
record numbers of millionaires, record numbers of people in work, and
unemployment is at the lowest lev el it has been for more than 25 years.

Yet, in spite of the Government’s efforts, there has been only limited
success in reducing child poverty. Over 3 million children continue to live
in poverty. I n spite of record levels of employment, 70% of people in
poverty continue to rely only on state benefits for their income. | n spite
of growing equality, almost half of all women have total individual incomes
of less than £100 per week. Poverty continues to disproportionately affect
members of black and ethnic minority communities; disabled people; older
people and those living in the major urban centr es.

‘What is the purpose of our prosperity’ is a pertinent question. What
our Christian faith has to say on the matter is something we hope this
booklet enables your church to reflect upon and Act for a Change.

‘What thoughtful rich people call the problem of poverty,

thoughtful poor people call with equal justice a problem of
riches. R H Tawney.

Timed to coincide with the publication of a major r eport of the same
title by the Churches Together in Britain and I reland at the end of
February, we hope Poverty Action Sunday will provide an opportunity for
churches to reflect on one of the most pr essing questions which faces us
as a society: What is the purpose of our prosperity, and how can
we find ways to share it more justly?

The readings used in this pack are taken from the Revised Common
and Roman Catholic liturgical calendar in the hope that Poverty Action
Sunday can fit neatly into your worship on 6 February 2005. The booklet
is designed to add to your worship celebration and give information on
our work and opportunities for involvement.

There are also further resources available on our website: www .church-
poverty.org.uk. Please feel free to include any articles, stories or
reflections in your local parish magazines. We hope that you find the
resources a helpful aid on 6 February — Poverty Action Sunday 2005.

Niall Cooper, National Coordinator

November 2004
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Reflection

“At the end of the 21st Century most of us will have to repent,
not of the great evils we have done, but simply of the great
apathy that has prevented us from doing anything.” Martin

Luther King Jnr.

Too many people in our land
are still being crucified.

Crucified by lack of money to
buy the most basic necessities of
life; crucified by the casual
disregard of others; by loss of
dignity, respect and hope.

Crucified by debt; crucified by a
choice of demeaning insecure
work, or hope-sapping
unemployment.

Crucified by having to hide the
reality of their daily existences for
fear of being outcast that they ar e
strangers in our midst.

Three quarters of us are now
40% richer in r eal disposable
income terms than we were in
1979 — even allowing for inflation;
the richest 10% ar e 65% richer. At
the same time the poorest 20%,
some 11 million people, are now
either worse off in real terms than
they were in 1979 or have simply
stuck where they were.

But this undiscovered country of
the poor remains hidden and
forgotten because three quarters of
us look around us and see nothing
but prosperity.

Remember Piate: Pilate was not
wilfully evil, but simply failed to act.

Church Action on Poverty
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Failed to stand out from the crowd.
For the sake of a comfortable life, it
was simply easier to do nothing.
Anything more might have resulted
in some bad press coverage, or got
him in tr ouble with his bosses in
Rome for stirring up the locals.
Apart from anything else, it would
have created extra work and meant
that he would have been late home
from work. We’'re not talking
betrayal here.

After all, Jesus wasn’t anything
that important, just a carpenter ’s
son, a wandering preacher from a
small provincial town. His plight
could safely be ignored in the
pursuit of the gr eater good. Such
are the little excuses which lead to
perdition. Through his inaction,
Piot was culpable in the
Crucifixion.

Many today are implicated in
lesser or greater ways through our
actions or inaction, through our
participation in the structur es and
systems that crucify people today.
Through our failure to stand out
from the crowd. Through our
desire, for the sake of a
comfortable life, simply to do
nothing. By our actions and by our



inactions we are culpable. By our

willingness to pass by on the other
side, and our unwillingness to see,
hear and act.

Jesus drew his inspiration from
the Jewish scriptures. These
scriptures are shot through with
injunctions, stories, examples and
admonitions to individuals and
nations urging them to pr actical
acts of love and generosity towards
each other, particularly to the most
vulnerable, weak and poor in the
land.

Jesus Ived and died in the
struggle to create the kingdom of
God on earth. A kingdom in which
the riches and resources of a
nation, including health, wealth and
life in all its fullness, were enjoyed
by every single person in the land,
without exception.

Jesus came to preach and live a
society built on an ethic of lo ving
our neighbour as ourselves — and
was crucified for his pains. Can we
rediscover a vision of community
and nation as one body, where if
one person is suffering we all
suffer, and in which those who
have received so much from the
lottery of life, are inspired to share
it with those who have received so
little?

Our thanks to Chris Brice of London
Diocese for the reflection.
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Readings

“A wealthy
society, ifitis a

greedy society, is

not a good
society.”

The Catholic
Bishops’
Conference of
England and
Wales, The
Common Good
and the Catholic
Church’s Social
Teaching

Annual earning
surveys have
shown a
staggering
disparity within
companies, with
executives
enjoying 23%
plus rises while
workers get less
than 4%.

Church Action on Poverty

Matthew 5: 13 — 16

As Christians we are called to be like salt to
the world we live in, firstly, to preserve the
principles of the Kingdom of God, justice,
mercy and truth. Secondly, we are to bring
flavour to our world b y extending the hand
of friendship, lifting up the downtr odden,
feeding the hungry and clothing the nak ed.
Just as salt is pointless without its saltiness
so a Christian is ineffective when they ignore
injustice and oppression, when people on
their own doorstep ar e suffering and no-one
comes to their aid.

In being the salt of the earth we ar e
helping fulfill the prayer Jesus taught us to
pray, ‘Let Your Kingdom come, let Your will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

As well as salt of the earth we ar e also
called the light of the world. God'’s light is
one of grace, compassion, geneiosity,
wisdom and justice for the oppressed and
needy. By displaying God's light and love in
what we say and do we will help others to
praise our Father in heaven.

As Christians, we have responsibiity. But
we are well resourced through this spiritual
salt to be light. Through salt we can flavour
others lives, preserve our own faith and bring
healing as Jesus healed us.

We can bring hope where there is no
hope, meaning where there is no meaning
and justice where there is now despair.
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Matthew 17: 1 -9

As God led Moses up a high mountain to
receive the law, so Jesus led three of His
disciples up a mountain. As Moses did not
know what to expect, neither did these thr ee
disciples. What they received was grace
through revelation.

This revelation was to see the divinity of
Jesus. In the Exodus account it is said that
Gods glory covered Mount Sinai, while in this
passage t is said the bright cloud en veloped
them all.

These three disciples sav in advance how
the law given to Moses was going to be
fulfilled through Jesus. The ight enveloped
them all and they were told to listen to Him.
The light of God was shown to these
ordinary men and it would be given to all!

We now have this transforming light that
changes heart and mind to walk humbly. This
light of the Holy Spirit that dwel Is in us
allows us to glorify God through showing
compassion and hope for true justice.

As Jesus evealed his glory before death,
so too should we be light bearers of this
glory and hope in our lives in service to God
and to others.

“Poverty is not
only about
shortage of
money. It is about
rights and
relationships;
about how people
are treated and
how they regard
themselves; about
powerlessness,
exclusion and loss
of dignity. Yet the
lack of an
adequate income
IS at its heart.”
The Archbishop’s
Commission on
Urban Priority
Areas, Faith in the
City

Over 270,000
people were
earning less than
the minimum
wage of £4.50 an
hour in spring
2004.
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“It may be the
conventional
wisdom in the
world of affairs
that economic
growth is the
precondition of
helping the poor
and those at
disadvantage. The
Bible proposes a
radical alternative,
which threatens
our ‘common-sense
assumptions for
policy: namely
that only a just
and caring society
can achieve real
and lasting
prosperity.”
Churches
Together in Britain
and Ireland

Wages for the
lowest paid have
barely increased
at all in 20 years
in real terms,
whereas for the
highest earners
wages rose 60%.

Church Action on Poverty

Isaiah 58: 9b —-12
Psalm 112: 4 -9
1 Corinthians 2: 1 -5

Today over 4 million people in our nation live
in poverty. They are marginalised and often
excluded from society in a country which is
amongst the richest in the world, and the
problem is getting worse.

The Christian is caled to conduct his
affairs with justice and mor eover, to satisfy
the needs of the oppressed. Indeed, we are
to do away with the y oke of oppression in
acting justly towards others and in how we
live.

In these readings quoted, God says He
will bless those who are gracious,
compassionate and geneious through putting
their trust in Him. The Lor d God will guide
them to be light in the darkness as they
repair broken walls.

Gods love and compassion are the
standards of the justice we should seek on
earth. As the apostle Paul wrote in his first
letter to the Corinthians, we need to trust in
God’s wisdom and not in the wisdom of men.
We are not to point the finger and talk
maliciously but to restore as we have been
restored.

So then, live in the Spirit’s power that
enables a perfect justice and not in man’s
wisdom.
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Exodus 24: 12 - 18
Psalm 99
2 Peter 1: 16 - 21

We as Christians are called to be transformed
by the Spirit so that we ar e able to live in
justice and equity. Jesus summed up the
entire Old Testament law so simply, ‘love the
Lord God and love your neighbour as
yourself’.

This simple statement is a mandate for
His church to strive to bring about and do
justice. God loves justice and willed that
those he loves would be able to fully
understand it and know His glory. I n this
grace, we are beacons of that fulfilled law.

In worshiping and exalting the glory of
God we are called to action. I n being humble
before Him we can obey His command to
love God and to love our neighbour. The
essence of our being is to be compassionate.

So then, live in the Spirit’s power that
allows us to be a light shining in dark places.
By doing this we carry out the desir es of God
as He is a lover of justice, equity and
righteousness. As His ambassadors on earth
we have the divine mandate to execute
justice and fairness in our streets,
neighbourhoods and cities.

“Those born into
poverty are
statistically more
likely to suffer ill-
health, to receive
a substandard
education and to
obtain poorly paid
jobs (or no job at
all). Their children
are therefore
likely to suffer in a
similar way.”

The Salvation
Army/The Henley
Centre, The
Paradox of

Prosperity

Almost half of
adults aged 45-64
in the poorest fifth
of the population
have a limiting
longstanding
illness or
disability, twice
the rate for those
on average
incomes.
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Poems and Prayers

Why?

Tired, lost and aiming low

Why is there no place to go?
Why does no one seem to care?
|s there anyone who this burden
will share?

In time of pr osperity and plenty
Why are so many cupboards
empty?

Why so many out on the str eets?
Police having to double up on the
beats

Jesus came to save and change
Take our lives and rearrange

So why is this still happening?
Have we listened to anything?

It’s time to stand up and be

counted

Not on a pedestal to be mounted

But time to ‘do’ instead of ‘say’

Time to show others a better way.
Julie Green

Church Action on Poverty
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Prayer for Justice
Grant us, Lord God, a vision of our
land as your love would make it:
- a land where the weak are
protected, and none go hungry or
poor;
- a land where the benefits of
civilised life are shared, and
everyone can enjoy them;
- a land where different races and
cultures live in tolerance and
mutual respect;
- a land where peace is built with
justice, and justice is guided by
love.
And give us the inspiration and
courage to build it, thr ough Jesus
Christ our Lord.

Amen.

O Lord Christ, who became poor

that we might be rich,

deliver us from a comfortable

conscience f we believe or intend

that others should be poor that we

might be rich,

for in God’s econony,

no one is expendable.

Grant us instead the riches of love.
Kathy Galloway



O Lord, open my eyes that | may
see the need of others,
Open my ears that | may hear
their cries,
Open my heart so they need not
be without food.
Let me not be afraid to defend the
weak
because of the anger of the strong
nor afraid to defend the poor
because of the anger of the rich
Use me to bring love and hope and
faith where it is needed
And so open my eyes and my ears
That | may this coming day
Be able to do some work of peace
for you

Alan Paton

God, make the door of this house
Wide enough to receive all who
need human love,
Fellowship and the Father’s care
And narrow enough to shut out
Envy, pride and hate
Make it's threshold smooth enough
To be inviting to children and
straying feet
But rugged enough to turn back
The tempter’s power.
God make this house the gateway
to Your eternal Kingdom

St Stephens, Lansdown

Let my life be like a love song
Lord the love you give, you give so
generously
You were my sacrifice, you gave
your life for me
And now | want to give justas I've
received
Going to the lost, helping those in
need
Let my life be like a love song
Let my life be like a love song
Let my life be like a love song
To your heart ...
To your heart ...
o let justice roll like an endless
stream
Flowing through my life to the poor
and weak
Let the things | do and the wor ds |
speak
Reveal the awesome love you have
shown to me.

Tom Slater and Brenton Brown

For additional worship resources
please visit our website:
www.church-poverty.org.uk
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Stories

Bristol: No explanation

Nila is an articulate Asian
woman, married with thr ee young
children, who spoke at Church
Action on Poverty’s National
Poverty Hearing. For her - and
thousands of families like hers - the
consequences of poverty have been
devastating: “Eventually the
building society repossessed the
house, and we found ourselves at

the mercy of the housing
department. On the morning we
were due to move | sent my son to
school as normal. He asked me
where we would be sleeping that
night and | had no answer to giv e.
We had been through rough times
before. | had alw ays had an
answer, and explanation. | had
never lied to him. The look in his
eyes as he refused to look into
mine haunts me still.”

Through working with CAR Nila
regained her confidence as a

Church Action on Poverty
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person and her confidence to speak
out about the po verty she
experienced. She is now happily
back in work, in secure housing
and still with her children. Nila is
also a member of CAPS Counci of
Management.

Newcastle: Taking on the

sharks

Over three million people are
regularly forced to borrow money
from doorstep lenders, frequently
at rates of interest in excess of
170% apr.

The impact of high lev els of
debt at extortionate r ates of
interest on families already
struggling on inadequate incomes
can be particularly severe. In the
words of Sheila, one woman who
attended one of Church Action on
Poverty’s Policy Forums on debt: “I
have a fifteen year old daughter
and she needs clothes so | have to
get a Provi loan or vouchers. It’s
hard. At the end of my benefit I've
nothing left to pay back the loan
and vouchers. | can’'t spend money
on shopping and bills.”

CAPS Debt on our Doorstep
campaign is working with people
like Sheia to help change attitudes
to poverty and debt — and has
successlully persuaded the
Government to tak e action to tackle
debt and extortionate lending.



Other ideas

The following will give you an idea of the further resources for Poverty
Action Sunday which you can find on the website for use in your service
and discussions. Go to www.church-poverty.org.uk for further inf ormation.

Worship & Church Activities

For further ideas of how to discuss Prosperity with a Purpose please
visit our website: www .church-poverty.org.uk. Resources available
include: childrens resources, ideas for use with youth groups, small
groups discussion ideas, plus sketches and drama.

Taking it further General Election 2005
You can obtain a copy of the All signs point to 2005 being
CTBI Report ‘Prosperity with a the year of the General
Purpose’ from the CAP office Election. Many Churches
(to be published in February Together groups organise
2005), and discuss the hustings meeting with local
findings with your church or in candidates.

small groups. Price £2.50. ]
Meeting your MP

Local Action You can invite your local MP
There are many ways you can to a breakfas_t meeting

get involved in the issues of (Saturday being the best day)
poverty in your area. Many to build up relationships and
churches are now working to discuss their views on

with homeless people, asylum poverty and prosperiy.
seekers and starting Credit
Unions. For ideas and
organisations that can help
visit www .church-
poverty.org.uk and
www.challengingchurch.net

CAP can supply yu with
practical hints on how to
organise meetings and
guestions to ask. See the CAP
website: www .church-
poverty.org.uk
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Going the extra mile

Church Action on Poverty works
with church and community groups
across the United Kingdom to make
poverty a priority. Our work
involves educating churches about
poverty in the UK; enabling people
in poverty to speak for themselves;
working for policies to eradicate
poverty in the UK; and promoting
reflection and action for social
justice.

CAP has pubished an Act for a
Change pack. The pack contains
information on how you can
become more involved in CAPS
work by being a CAP ad\wcate,
supporter church or a CAP
campaigner It is a vailable free from
the CAP ofice.

CAP Advocates and Supporter
Churches commit to r aise support
in their local area. They raise
awareness of CAP and encouage
individuals and groups to become
more involved in campaigning,
giving and prayer. The CAP
Campaigners network is for
people who identify with the aims
of CAP and wish to make a noise
on behalf of those in our nation
experiencing poverty.

Church Action on Poverty

If you want to get further
involved with the work of
CAP then please visit our
website: www.church-
poverty.org.uk or call
0161 236 9321 to order
an Act for a Change Pack,
to sign up as an advocate,
supporter church or CAP
campaigner.

Please take a collection on
Poverty Action Sunday to
support CAP’s work. We
can supply collection

envelopes - ring Janet on
0161 236 9321 to order
yours today!

A regular commitment
from you today of just £2
a month - will help us to
continue to help people in
poverty have their voice
heard. Contact Janet on
0161 236 9321 for a
standing order form.
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How much can you give up for Lent?

Can you take part in CAPS Lent Minimum Wage Chalenge? Could
you live on the equivalent of the ‘minimum w age’ for the six weeks
of Lent in solidarity with those living on a low income?

Once again through the Lent Challenge we hope to raise awareness
of the issue of low pay and the need for a ‘living wage’ Order a
Living in Lent booklet and live on the minimum w age for the period
of Lent.

Other resources available:

O Living in Lent booklet

0 Please send me _ colection envelopes
O | would like to become a CAP Adwcate

O Our church would like to become a Supporter Church
O | would like to become a CAP Campaigner

O | would like to order an Act for a Change Pack
O Please put my name on CAPS mailing list

O Please send me moe information on CAP
Name:

Address:

Tel:

Email:

Please photocopy this page and send it to:
Church Action on Poverty, Central Buildings, Oldham Street,
Manchester M1 1JT




Church Action on Poverty
Central Buildings
Oldham Street
Manchester
M1 1JT
www.church-poverty.org.uk



