Welfare Reform Bill – the next steps in the campaign
Attend the lobby of parliament Tuesday 3 March – all welcome
Write a letter to your MP
PCS are asking you to attend the public meeting and lobby on the welfare reform bill, Tuesday 3 March 12.30-2.30pm committee room 14 at the House of Commons. You need to tell your MP that you want to meet them on the day of the lobby. If you can not attend the lobby then you should still write to your MP and ask them to attend. 

The lobby is supported by a range of organisations including trade unions and the TUC, service user groups and campaigning organisations (for details of the supporting organisations please see the leaflet).

It is better to write your own personal letter than a standard or model letter as it shows the strength of feeling you have about the campaign. Relaying personal experiences to your elected representative will help to illustrate the key issues persuasively. 

If you intend to write your own letter you may wish to:

· Introduce yourself and say where you live.
· Clearly and simply explain about the campaign. Your MP maybe unaware of the issues involved.

· If you can, give examples of how you are affected.

· Be specific about what you would like your MP to do (i.e. support the campaign and the early day motions, ask the Minister to look for alternatives to the current proposals contained in the welfare reform bill).
· Ask your MP to keep in regular contact with you and to give you copies of any responses they receive from other MPs or the Secretary of State.
We have included a model letter (overleaf). You may want to use it to send to your MP if you do not have time to write your own personal letter.

Identifying And Contacting Your MP

· If you do not know who your MP is then the House of Commons Information Office can inform you, you can call them on: Tel: 020 7219 4272

· You can also find out via the Constituency Locata service at www.locata.co.uk/commons/
· It is easy to send faxes electronically to your MP via www.faxyourmp.com
· If you want to contact your MP on-line then please go to the PCS website www.pcs.org.uk/welfare 

The best way to contact your MP is to write to them at the House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA. All MPs have Westminster offices and will make arrangements for their mail to be dealt with or redirected when they are away from London.  You can telephone your MP’s office at the House of Commons by telephoning the switchboard (Tel: 020 7219 3000) and asking to be connected to the MP’s office.  Some MPs can be contacted by email, and their office or the House of Commons Information Office or parliament website can give the details.
[Insert your address]


    


         

 [Insert name of MP]

House of Commons

London



   SW1A 0AA

[Insert date]

Dear [Insert name of MP]

The welfare reform bill
I am writing to you as a constituent and a supporter of the Public and Commercial Services Union (PCS) campaign on the welfare reform bill. 
I am asking for your support to campaign against government plans to introduce –

· the privatisation of the employment service and social fund
· work for your benefit schemes 

· the abolition of income support

· cutting the benefits of single parents and those with long-term illness 

· requiring all parents of young children to seek work
In particular I am opposed to plans to privatise the public employment service and social fund. The flexible new deal tendering process and the proposals contained in the bill should be abandoned. It is wrong to allow organisations to make profits out of the sick and unemployed. 

I want to see the government focus on safeguarding and creating jobs instead of punitive sanctions and increased conditionality for claimants. Using the bill to allow cuts of up to 40% of benefit payments will drive even more people including children into poverty. 

The bill introduces ‘work for your benefit’ schemes of mandatory full-time work experience. £60.50 per week for Jobseeker's Allowance equates to £1.73 per hour for a 35 hour week of full-time mandatory activity. I think any work experience schemes should be voluntary and the government should urgently increase benefit levels.

Unemployment is forecast to reach 3 million. Now is the time to rethink the welfare reform bill, open Jobcentres and increase benefit levels.

I will be attending the lobby of parliament on Tuesday 3 March and would like to meet with you to discuss my concerns.

I am unable to attend the lobby of parliament on Tuesday 3 March but I support the campaign and I want you to attend the public meeting at 12.30 in committee room 14 in the House of Commons.

I would like to ask you to support the following Early Day Motions –

· EDM 808 on workfare schemes

· EDM 698 on contracting out welfare provision

· EDM 632 on contracting out the social fund

· EDM 543 on increasing job seekers allowance

I would be interested to hear your views on my concerns and also what support you are able to offer the campaign. 
Yours sincerely

[Insert your name]
